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Chapter  I 


THE  EARLY  WRITERS 

North  Carolina  in  the  past  has  not  been  noted  primarily  for 
literary  production.  According  to  the  geography  books,  it  first  be- 
came famous  for  "tar,  pitch  and  turpentine."  Then  it  became  noted 
for  the  production  of  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  later  still  for  textiles, 
power,  furniture  and  hosiery.  But  now,  if  you  will  look  in  the  windows 
of  bookshops  or  the  lists  of  best  sellers,  you  will  find  that  the  State 
is  equally  famous  for  the  production  of  books.  The  North  Carolina 
scene,  from  Manteo  to  Murphy,  is  becoming  familiar  to  all  readers 
of  American  fiction. 

Writers  who  have  described  the  State  go  back  to  the  earliest  days 
of  the  lost  colony  on  Roanoke  Island.  John  White,  appointed  by 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  as  governor  of  this  colony  in  the  late  sixteenth 
century,  kept  full  notes  of  his  experiences  as  he  tried  to  establish  a 
permanent  settlement.  Governor  White's  narrative  may  be  found  in 
Richard  Hakluyt's  Collection  of  the  Early  Voyages,  Travels  and  Dis- 
coveries of  the  English  Nation,  or  more  conveniently  in  Hugh  Lef- 
ler's  North  Carolina  History  Told  by  Contemporaries,  which  also  con- 
tains interesting  early  accounts  of  the  State  by  Arthur  Barlowe,  Wil- 
liam Byrd,  John  Lawson,  and  Dr.  Brickell. 

Little  is  heard  today  of  the  first  novel  by  a  resident  of  the  State, 
Matilda  Berkeley,  or  Family  Anecdotes,  by  Winifred  Marshall  Gales 
(1804) ,  a  sentimental  story  of  English  life;  or  the  first  novel  with  a 
North  Carolina  background,  written  by  a  North  Carolinian,  Eone- 
guski,  or  the  Cherokee  Chief,  by  Senator  Robert  Strange  (1839) .  The 
latter  was  discussed  by  Richard  Walser  in  the  North  Carolina  His- 
torical Review  for  January,  1949. 

One  of  the  most  famous  Carolina  authors  of  the  pre-Civil  War 
era  was  Hinton  Rowan  Helper,  born  near  Mocksville.  His  Impending 
Crisis  of  the  South:  How  to  Meet  It  (1857) ,  was  widely  circulated 
through  the  North,  and  used  as  campaign  material  by  the  abolition- 
ists and  the  Republican  party.  The  South  resented  this  book  almost 
as  bitterly  as  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin. 

Mrs.  Frances  Christine  (Fisher)  Tiernan,  born  in  Salisbury  in 
1846,  wrote  under  the  pen  name  of  Christian  Reid.  After  the  death 
of  her  father  in  the  Civil  War,  she  supported  her  family  by  writing 
novels,  many  of  which  were  published  serially  in  leading  American 
magazines.  Her  first  novel,  Valerie  Aylmer,  became  immensely  popu- 
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lar.  Some  of  her  novels  such  as  Morton  House  and  Mabel  Lee  had  a 
southern  plantation  background.  Later,  after  she  had  travelled  ex- 
tensively, she  used  Mexico,  Santo  Domingo,  Venice,  Paris  and  Rome 
as  the  locale  for  other  books.  She  published  forty-two  novels,  as  well 
as  a  drama,  Under  the  Southern  Cross,  numerous  stories  and  poems, 
and  a  book  of  travel  sketches  about  western  North  Carolina  which 
gave  that  region  its  favorite  name,  "The  Land  of  the  Sky." 

Thomas  Dixon,  the  son  of  a  Baptist  preacher,  was  born  on  a  farm 
near  Shelby  in  1864.  He  had  an  active  life  as  an  author,  lawyer, 
preacher,  legislator  and  lecturer.  He  wrote  nineteen  books,  beginning 
with  The  Leopard's  Spots  in  1902  and  continuing  through  The  Flam- 
ing Sword  in  1939.  Material  from  his  first  three  novels  provided  the 
story  of  The  Birth  of  a  Nation,  the  motion  picture  directed  by  David 
W.  Griffith  in  1915  which  made  movie  history  with  its  stirring  rep- 
resentation of  Reconstruction  in  the  South. 

Walter  Hines  Page,  born  in  Cary  in  1855,  is  better  known  as  an 
editor  and  as  American  ambassador  to  Great  Britain  than  as  a  novel- 
ist. His  one  novel,  The  Southerner  (1909) ,  gives  a  good  picture  of 
the  South  during  Reconstruction,  and  of  the  North  Carolina  way  of 
life  at  that  time.  The  title  of  one  of  the  addresses  of  this  great 
crusader  for  public  education  has  passed  into  the  common  speech  of 
the  country,  "The  Forgotten  Man."  His  letters,  edited  by  Burton  J. 
Hendrick,  not  only  make  delightful  reading,  but  are  rich  in  informa- 
tion about  the  era  of  the  War  of  1914-1918. 

Not  to  be  overlooked  in  any  discussion  of  early  North  Carolina 
writers  is  the  remarkable  Shepherd  M.  Dugger  and  his  even  more 
remarkable  novel,  The  Balsam  Groves  of  the  Grandfather  Mountain, 
published  at  Banner  Elk  in  1892.  The  book  has  become  something 
of  a  literary  curiosity  because  of  its  elaborate  language  and  its  ex- 
uberant enthusiasm  about  the  beauties  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and  the 
Smokies.  One  of  its  gems  is  this  description  of  a  young  teacher  from 
St.  Mary's  School:  "Her  mouth  was  set  with  pearls  adorned  with 
elastic  rubies  and  tuned  with  minstrel  lays,  while  her  nose  gracefully 
concealed  its  own  umbrage,  and  her  eyes  imparted  a  radiant  glow 
to  the  azure  of  the  sky.  She  was  probably  the  fairest  of  North  Caro- 
lina's daughters." 

These  brief  glimpses  of  early  writers  are  enough  to  show  that 
until  well  up  into  the  twentieth  century  the  State  had  produced  little 
which  even  the  most  patriotic  of  citizens  could  honestly  call  literature. 
But  these  early  tales  of  voyages,  these  stories  and  tracts  and  descrip- 
tive sketches,  are  the  seedbed  from  which  the  poetry  and  novels  and 
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drama  of  the  present  have  flowered.  In  them  may  be  traced  the  strains 
which  enrich  the  writing  of  our  contemporary  authors:  pride  in 
regional  history,  interest  in  local  color,  delight  in  natural  beauty, 
belief  in  the  democratic  way  of  life. 

1.  Beginnings  of  North  Carolina 

North  Carolina  History  Told  by  Contemporaries,  edited  by  Hugh 
Lefler,  pp.  1-66 

Give  a  brief  resume  of  Governor  White's  impression  of  the  land  at  Roanoke 
Island.  Compare  this  with  Arthur  Barlowe's  account  of  the  same  region.  Note  the 
use  made  of  these  early  narratives  by  Paul  Green  in  The  Lost  Colony. 

Mention  some  of  the  points  brought  out  about  the  State  in  John  Lawson's 
A  New  Voyage  to  Carolina. 

Comment  on  William  Byrd's  description  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  in 
his  History  of  the  Dividing  Line. 

2.  Early  Literature 

Senator  Strange's  Indian  Novel,  by  Richard  Walser 

North  Carolina  History  Told  by  Contemporaries,  by  Hugh  Lefler 

The  Land  of  the  Sky,  by  Christian  Reid 

Give  the  background  and  a  rapid  resume  of  the  plot  of  Eoneguski,  the  novel 
by  Senator  Robert  Strange  (1839),  which  is  called  "the  first  novel  written  by 
a  resident  North  Carolinian  with  a  North  Carolina  background."  Notice  the  prob- 
able influence  of  James  Fenimore  Cooper  and  his  Indian  novels.  Sketch  the  life 
of  Senator  Strange.  How  did  he  happen  to  be  interested  in  writing  a  novel 
about  the  Cherokee  Indians?  How  heavily  did  he  draw  on  history  and  actual 
characters?  What  was  the  reception  of  the  book  in  North  Carolina? 

Who  was  Rowan  Helper?  (See  North  Carolina  History  Told  by  Contemporaries, 
pp.  277-280.)  Give  briefly  the  principal  points  of  his  famous  work,  The  Impending 
Crisis  of  the  South:  How  to  Meet  It.  Discuss  its  reception  in  the  South;  in  the 
North. 

What  North  Carolina  author  wrote  under  the  name  of  Christian  Reid?  Give 
a  few  facts  about  her  life.  What  type  of  book  was  The  Land  of  the  Sky?  Give  a 
brief  synopsis  of  the  contents.  Were  the  Christian  Reid  novels  popular  in  North 
Carolina? 

3.  The  Turn  of  the  Century 

The  Balsam  Groves  of  the  Grandfather  Mountain,  by  Shepherd  M. 
Dugger 

The  Leopard's  Spots,  by  Thomas  Dixon 
Southern  Prose  Writers,  by  Gregory  Paine,  pp.  315-333 
Read  aloud  some  of  the  paragraphs  of  The  Balsam  Groves  of  the  Grandfather 
Mountain.  How  does  Mr.  Dugger  combine  his  romantic  plot  and  his  description 
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of  the  mountain  scenery?  Do  his  characters  appear  to  be  based  on  real  individuals? 

Sketch  briefly  the  story  of  The  Leopard's  Spots  and  The  Clansman.  Does  Mr. 
Dixon  write  with  detachment  or  does  he  espouse  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy? 
To  what  do  you  attribute  the  wide  success  of  his  novels  and  of  the  motion  picture 
based  upon  them? 

Read  the  excerpts  from  Walter  Hines  Page's  The  Southerner  as  given  in 
Southern  Prose  Writing.  Does  the  novel  appear  to  be  autobiographical?  What  use 
does  he  make  of  his  North  Carolina  background?  Compare  the  style  and  the  point 
of  view  with  those  of  Thomas  Dixon. 

Additional  Reading: 

A  Fool's  Errand,  by  Albion  W.  Tourgee 

Myrtle  Lawn,  by  Robert  Ballard 

Our  Southern  Highlanders,  by  Horace  Kephart 


Chapter  II 


NORTH  CAROLINA  POETRY 

Although  the  State  has  produced  no  great  poets,  the  publication 
of  several  anthologies  of  verse  attests  a  lively  interest  in  both  the 
writing  and  the  reading  of  poetry.  Wood-Notes;  or  Carolina  Carols 
(1854) ,  compiled  by  Mrs.  Mary  Bayard  Clarke  of  New  Bern,  contained 
one  hundred  and  eighty  poems  by  sixty  authors.  In  1894,  Hight  C. 
Moore  issued  his  Select  Poetry  of  North  Carolina,  and  Eugene  Clyde 
Brooks  published  North  Carolina  Poems  in  1912.  The  latest  anthology, 
and  one  which  is  especially  useful  in  any  study  of  North  Carolina's 
poets,  is  North  Carolina  Poetry  (1941) ,  edited  by  Richard  Gaither 
Walser. 

Among  the  early  poets  one  of  the  most  interesting  is  George  Moses 
Horton,  a  Negro  slave  born  in  Northampton  County  about  1797.  He 
later  moved  to  Chatham  County,  and  used  to  sell  his  poems  at  twenty- 
five  cents  a  piece  to  students  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina. 
Another  noteworthy  early  poet  is  Thomas  Godfrey  of  Wilmington, 
also  famous  as  the  author  of  The  Prince  of  Parthia,  the  first  drama 
written  by  an  American  to  be  produced  by  professional  actors.  Un- 
fortunately for  North  Carolina  poetry  and  drama,  Godfrey  died 
when  he  was  only  twenty-six. 

Another  lyricist  who  died  young  was  John  Charles  McNeill,  born 
in  1874  in  Scotland  County.  He  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  College, 
practiced  law  for  a  few  years,  and  during  the  last  three  years  of  his 
life  wrote  a  column  for  The  Charlotte  Observer.  His  poems,  many  of 
which  had  appeared  in  magazines,  were  published  in  two  collections, 
Lyrics  from  Cotton  Land  and  Songs,  Merry  and  Sad.  These  volumes 
are  still  very  much  in  demand  in  the  State.  John  Charles  McNeill, 
North  Carolina  Poet,  a  monograph  by  Agatha  Boyd  Adams,  includes  a 
biography  and  some  critical  appraisal  of  his  poetry. 

In  the  modern  period  several  distinct  groups  of  poets  have  grown 
up  in  the  State.  In  and  around  Asheville  were  Olive  Tilford  Dargan, 
Victor  Starbuck,  Edwin  Bjorkman  and  Elliott  Coleman.  At  Southern 
Pines,  James  Boyd  and  Struthers  Burt  wrote  poetry  in  addition  to 
their  novels;  both  of  these  writers  were  deeply  moved  by  the  second 
World  War,  and  their  poems  published  during  this  period  reflect  the 
emotional  impact  of  that  tragedy.  In  Charlotte  the  North  Carolina 
Poetry  Society  was  formed  in  1932,  and  Stewart  Atkins,  Zoe  Kincaid 
Brockman,  Dom  Placid,  Andrew  Hewitt  and  others  used  its  meetings 
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to  exchange  ideas  and  criticism.  Other  contemporary  poets  of  distinc- 
tion are  Anne  Blackwell  Payne,  Francis  Hulme,  Charles  Edward 
Eaton  and  Helen  Bevington. 

1.  Survey  of  the  Field 

North  Carolina  Poetry,  edited  by  Richard  Walser 

Read  the  introduction  to  Mr.  Walser's  book  for  a  brief  history  of  poetry  in 
North  Carolina. 

Appraise  the  poetry  of  Thomas  Godfrey  and  Thomas  Burke  and  tell  something 
of  the  lives  of  these  poets.  What  do  you  think  of  the  poems  written  by  the  Negro 
slave,  George  Moses  Horton?  Read  aloud  William  Gaston's  "The  Old  North 
State"  and  discuss  the  life  of  its  author.  What  are  the  characteristics  of  the  verse 
of  Mary  Bayard  Clarke?  Discuss  the  works  of  John  Henry  Boner,  with  special  em- 
phasis on  his  "Poe's  Cottage  at  Fordham." 

Compare  the  work  of  James  Larkin  Pearson.  Rebecca  Cushman  and  Olive 
Tilford  Dargan.  What  aspects  of  North  Carolina  life  do  they  illustrate?  Both 
Struthers  Burt  and  Victor  Starbuck  came  to  North  Carolina  from  other  parts  of 
the  country.  What  use  do  they  make  of  the  Carolina  scene?  Note  the  poems  of 
Stewart  Atkins  on  sharecroppers  and  mill  workers. 

Although  Paul  Green  and  Thomas  Wolfe  are  better  known  for  their  work  in 
the  fields  of  drama  and  the  novel,  Mr.  Walser  includes  them  in  his  North  Carolina 
poets.  Can  you  justify  their  inclusion?  Read  aloud  Green's  "A  Hymn  to  Democ- 
racy" and  excerpts  from  Wolfe's  "October." 

2.  John  Charles  McNeill 

John  Charles  McNeill,  North  Carolina  Poet,  1874-1907,  by  Agatha 
Boyd  Adams 

Lyrics  from  Cotton  Land,  by  John  Charles  McNeill 
Songs,  Merry  and  Sad,  by  John  Charles  McNeill 

Sketch  the  biography  of  John  Charles  McNeill.  What  influence  in  his  life  do 
you  notice  in  his  poems?  Why  do  you  think  his  poetry  found  such  a  wide  audience? 

What  use  did  he  make  of  his  North  Carolina  background?  Read  "Away  Down 
Home"  and  "Wishing"  for  his  lyrical  and  familiar  descriptions  of  nature. 

Do  you  think  McNeill  understood  the  Southern  Negro?  Is  his  use  of  Negro 
dialect  authentic?  Read  "Nigger  Demus"  and  "  'Possum  Time  Again."  What 
would  you  judge  to  be  his  attitude  toward  race  relations  as  expressed  in  "Mr. 
Nigger"? 

3.  Contemporary  Carolina  Poets 

The  Bright  Plain,  by  Charles  Edward  Eaton 
Come  Up  the  Valley,  by  Francis  Pledger  Hulme 
Dr.  Johnson's  Waterfall  and  Other  Poems,  by  Helen  Bevington 
Charles  Eaton,  a  native  of  Winston-Salem,  teaches  courses  in  short  story  and 
poetry  writing  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  His  own  poems  have  appeared 
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in  many  national  magazines,  and  Paul  Green  has  compared  his  work  to  that  of 
Frost,  Eliot,  MacLeish  and  Spender.  Read  aloud  his  "Spring  Song"  and  "The 
Curtain  of  Rain."  What  would  you  consider  the  characteristic  qualities  of  his  work? 

Francis  Hulme  is  a  native  of  Georgia  but  was  educated  in  North  Carolina 
and  taught  at  Salem  College.  What  use  does  he  make  of  mountain  ballads  and 
legends  in  his  volume  of  verse?  Read  aloud  "Loving  Was  Tenderness"  and  "Ifs 
and  Hows  of  Granny  Grist."  How  would  you  characterize  Hulme's  verse? 

Helen  Bevington,  who  teaches  English  at  Duke  University,  has  had  many  of 
her  poems  published  in  The  New  Yorker  magazine.  Note  the  satirical  humor  in 
her  "Academic  Roll  Call,"  "Mr.  Rockefeller's  Hat"  and  "Faculty  Wife."  Her  in- 
terest in  English  literature  may  be  seen  in  "Dr.  Johnson's  Waterfall,"  "Domestic 
Life  of  English  Poets"  and  "Emily  Bronte."  For  distinctly  North  Carolina  verse 
read  "Tar  Heel"  and  "Travel  Is  Broadening." 

Additional  Reading: 

Lute  and  Furrow,  by  Olive  Tilford  Dargan 

An  American  in  Augustland,  by  Elliott  Coleman 

Fifty  Acres  and  Other  Selected  Poems,  by  James  Larkin  Pearson 

When  I  Grew  Up  to  Middle  Age,  by  Struthers  Burt 

Released,  by  Anne  Blackwell  Payne 

Eighteen  Poems,  by  James  Boyd 


Chapter  III 


NORTH  CAROLINA  SHORT  STORIES 

Perhaps  the  best  place  to  make  a  survey  of  short  stories  in  the 
State  is  in  the  volume  North  Carolina  in  the  Short  Story,  edited  by 
Richard  Walser,  who  teaches  English  at  State  College  in  Raleigh. 
Mr.  Walser  has  gathered  together  fifteen  stories  with  scenes  from  the 
mountains  to  the  tobacco  fields  and  the  coast.  "Almost  all  of  the 
facets  of  the  many  sided  character  which  go  to  make  up  North  Caro- 
lina have  found  their  way  into  the  short  story.  Only  the  laborers  in 
the  State's  industries  have  been  ignored,"  he  points  out.  In  his  pre- 
face he  states:  "Though  the  fact  has  not  been  frequently  noted,  North 
Carolina  has  provided  setting  and  inspiration  for  some  of  the  most 
significant  achievements  in  the  American  short  story.  O.  Henry  and 
Steele,  two  of  the  acknowledged  masters  of  the  medium,  were  born 
in  the  State.  Novelist  Thomas  Wolfe  and  dramatist  Paul  Green  often 
found  it  desirable  to  veer  from  their  principal  genre  of  composition 
and  to  put  into  the  short  story  their  interpretation  of  life  in  North 
Carolina." 

Contemporary  magazines  have  opened  their  pages  to  many  stories 
by  North  Carolina  writers,  and  with  their  backgrounds  laid  in  the 
State.  Among  the  familiar  names  in  this  field  are  Frances  Gray  Patton 
of  Durham,  Noel  Houston  and  James  Street  of  Chapel  Hill,  Joseph 
Mitchell  of  Fairmont,  Laurette  MacDuffie  of  Wilmington,  William 
Polk  and  Peter  Taylor  of  Greensboro,  Marian  Sims  of  Charlotte, 
Bernice  Kelly  Harris  of  Seaboard,  R.  P.  Harriss  of  Fayetteville, 
Peirson  Ricks  and  Rixie  Hunter  of  Winston-Salem,  and  Lodwick 
Hartley  of  Raleigh. 

1.  O.  Henry 

The  Voice  of  the  City,  by  O.  Henry 

Southern  Prose  Writers,  by  Gregory  Paine,  pp.  349-363 

Sketch  briefly  the  life  of  O.  Henry  (William  Sydney  Porter) ,  describing  his 
family,  his  North  Carolina  background  up  to  the  age  of  18,  and  his  later 
adventures  in  Texas,  Honduras  and  New  York.  (Southern  Prose  Writers,  349-351.) 

Mention  some  of  the  short  stories  which  are  considered  his  best.  Which  have 
North  Carolina  backgrounds?  Read  "A  Blackjack  Bargainer"  in  Mr.  Walser's  book, 
North  Carolina  in  the  Short  Story.  Note  that  the  scene  is  laid  "in  the  foothills 
of  the  Blue  Ridge."  Does  O.  Henry  get  the  flavor  and  the  feeling  of  his  native 
state  in  this  story? 

Read  the  title  story  in  the  O.  Henry  Collection,  The  Voice  of  the  City.  Is 
this  characteristic  of  the  O.  Henry  short  stories?  Does  it  succeed  in  catching  the 
spirit  of  New  York  in  O.  Henry's  time?  Read  the  amusing  "The  Rathskellar  and 
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the  Rose"  which  is  a  good  example  of  the  O.  Henry  humor  and  unexpected 
twist  to  the  end  of  his  stories. 

2.  Wilbur  Daniel  Steele 
The  Best  Short  Stories  of  Wilbur  Daniel  Steele 

Like  O.  Henry,  Wilbur  Daniel  Steele  was  born  in  Greensboro,  but  spent  much 
of  his  time  in  other  places.  His  stories  indicate  the  far-away  places  with  which 
he  became  familiar  in  his  travels.  Notice  the  East  African  scene  of  "The  Man 
Who  Saw  Through  Heaven,"  the  South  Sea  Islands  of  "The  Shame  Dance,"  the 
New  England  of  "The  Body  of  the  Crime,"  the  South  Carolina  of  "Conjuh!" 

Study  the  North  Carolina  mountain  background  of  "How  Beautiful  With  Shoes." 
Another  Steele  story  about  North  Carolina  is  "Town  Drunk,"  which  may  be  found 
in  North  Carolina  in  the  Short  Story.  This  was  written  during  the  period  Steele 
lived  in  Chapel  Hill  (1930-31) .  How  does  the  story  illuminate  the  post  Civil  War 
history  of  the  state? 

Murder  and  insanity  are  two  of  the  subjects  which  seemed  to  fascinate  Steele 
and  which  he  wrote  about  successfully.  Note  how  he  handled  the  former  in  "Foot- 
falls" and  the  latter  in  "Bubbles." 

3.  Other  Short  Story  Writers 

North  Carolina  in  the  Short  Story,  edited  by  Richard  Walser 

Of  the  fifteen  short  story  writers  represented  in  this  volume,  how  many  are 
native-born  North  Carolinians?  How  did  the  other  writers  happen  to  use  this 
State  for  their  background? 

Thomas  Wolfe  and  James  Boyd  are  best  known  for  their  work  as  novelists. 
How  do  their  short  stories  compare  with  their  novels?  How  do  they  compare  with 
the  stories  by  other  authors  who  work  primarily  in  the  short  story  field? 

Which  of  the  short  stories  are  written  from  a  humorous  point  of  view?  Com- 
pare the  humor  in  William  Polk's  "The  Fallen  Angel  and  The  Hunter's  Moon" 
with  that  of  Paul  Green's  "The  Corn  Shucking." 

Pay  particular  attention  to  "The  Bouquet"  by  Charles  W.  Chesnutt.  Editor 
Walser  says  that  Chesnutt  "is  generally  conceded  to  be  the  first  Negro  writer  to 
employ  the  short  story  as  a  serious  medium  of  expression."  Give  a  brief  sketch  of 
Chesnutt's  life. 

One  of  the  stories  most  critical  of  North  Carolina  is  Laurette  MacDuffie's  "The 
Enchanted."  Discuss  her  criticism  of  life  in  North  Carolina. 

Read  Frances  Gray  Patton's  "Apricot  Pie"  in  Mr.  Walser's  volume  or  some 
of  her  more  recent  stories  in  The  New  Yorker  magazine.  Do  these  stories  reflect 
the  contemporary  life  and  problems  of  North  Carolina? 

Additional  Reading: 

O.  Henry:  The  Man  and  His  Work,  by  E.  Hudson  Long 

Best  Short  Stories  of  O.  Henry,  selected  by  Bennett  Cerf  and  Van  H.  Cartmell 

Salvation  on  a  String,  by  Paul  Green 

The  Devil's  Tramping  Ground,  by  John  Harden 

A  Long  Fourth  and  Other  Stories,  by  Peter  Taylor 

Stories  of  the  South:  Old  and  New,  edited  by  Addison  Hibbard 


Chapter  IV 


THOMAS  WOLFE,  MAJOR  NOVELIST 

When  Look  Homeward,  Angel  was  published  in  1929  it  did  not 
take  American  critics  long  to  acknowledge  that  a  new  American 
novelist  of  considerable  stature  had  appeared  on  the  national  scene. 
As  his  tumultuous  and  magnificent  novels  continued  to  pour  forth, 
Of  Time  and  the  River  in  1935,  The  Web  and  the  Rock  in  1939  and 
You  Can't  Go  Home  Again  in  1940,  so  did  his  fame  increase.  His 
books  were  banned  in  some  North  Carolina  libraries,  but  readers 
throughout  the  country  eagerly  bought  each  new  book,  and  enthusi- 
astic young  writers  took  him  as  their  model. 

Thomas  Wolfe  has  been  compared  to  Balzac,  Dickens,  Melville, 
Dostoevsky — and  even  Homer.  "His  life  work,"  says  Critic  Herbert  J. 
Muller,  "was  perhaps  as  close  as  we  can  expect  to  come  to  an  American 
epic."  Muller  also  states  that  Wolfe's  actual  theme  was  the  transient 
life  of  man  on  this  earth — "loneliness  forever  and  the  earth  again!" 
and  that  his  living  faith  was  that  man,  with  the  courage  of  truth, 
could  make  a  better  life.  In  describing  Wolfe's  "most  conspicuous 
achievement"  he  says:  "No  other  American  novelist  has  given  so  vivid, 
exhilarating  a  sense,  in  such  rich,  precise  detail,  of  'the  enormous 
space  and  energy  of  American  life.'  " 

The  details  of  Wolfe's  life  are  well  known.  He  was  born  on  Octo- 
ber 3,  1900  in  Asheville,  which  he  names  "Altamont"  or  "Libya  Hill" 
in  his  novels.  His  father  was  a  stonecutter;  and  his  mother  ran  a 
boarding-house.  When  he  was  fifteen,  he  entered  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  where  he  edited  the  college  news- 
paper and  magazine  and  wrote  one-act  plays  under  the  late  Professor 
Frederick  H.  Koch,  receiving  his  A.B.  degree  in  1920.  After  that  he 
took  graduate  work  at  Harvard,  where  he  continued  to  write  plays. 
By  1924  he  was  teaching  English  at  New  York  University,  and  in  1926 
he  went  to  Europe  and  began  writing  Look  Homeward,  Angel  while 
living  in  London. 

When  the  book  was  published  in  1929,  it  met  instantaneous  suc- 
cess but  was  bitterly  criticized  in  his  home  town  of  Asheville.  As  he 
himself  says  in  You  Can't  Go  Home  Again:  "His  book  took  the  hide 
off  the  whole  community;  and  as  a  result  of  this  it  also  took  the  hide 
off  George  Webber."  Practically  every  detail  of  his  daily  life  is  des- 
cribed in  the  four  novels  he  wrote;  and  for  the  names  of  Eugene 
Gant  and  George  Webber  the  reader  may  easily  substitute  Thomas 
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Wolfe.  The  last  word  was  written  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  in 
Baltimore,  where  he  died  on  September  15,  1938  with  an  acute  cere- 
bral infection  after  an  operation  following  upon  pneumonia.  He  was 
not  quite  thirty-eight  years  old — and  he  had  taken  the  name  of  North 
Carolina  into  the  pages  of  world  literature. 

Numerous  magazine  articles  and  books  have  been  written  about 
the  life  and  work  of  Thomas  Wolfe,  but  the  best  way  to  study  him 
is  to  read  his  novels.  Two  excellent  volumes  of  interpretation  and 
appraisal  are  Thomas  Wolfe,  by  Herbert  J.  Muller  and  Hungry  Gul- 
liver, by  Pamela  Hansford  Johnson,  an  English  critic.  Additional 
insight  into  the  mind  of  Thomas  Wolfe  may  be  secured  by  reading 
Thomas  Wolfe's  Letters  to  His  Mother,  edited  with  an  introduction 
by  John  S.  Terry  of  New  York  University. 

1.  Wolfe  the  Man — "Hungry  Gulliver" 

Thomas  Wolfe,  by  Herbert  J.  Muller 
Hungry  Gulliver,  by  Pamela  Hansford  Johnson 
Look  Homeward,  Angel,  by  Thomas  Wolfe 
Of  Time  and  the  River,  by  Thomas  Wolfe 
You  Can't  Go  Home  Again,  by  Thomas  Wolfe 
Thomas  Wolfe's  Letters  to  His  Mother,  edited  by  John  S.  Terry 
Thomas  WolfeiA  Biographical  Sketch,  by  Agatha  B.  Adams  (To  be 
published  January  1950) 

Sketch  Thomas  Wolfe's  early  life  in  Asheville.  What  was  his  mother  like? 
His  father?  Describe  Tom  Wolfe's  physical  appearance.  Read  Mrs.  Wolfe's  com- 
ments about  her  son's  childhood  in  the  introduction  to  his  volume  of  letters  to 
his  mother.  What  was  the  social  position  of  the  Wolfe  family  in  Asheville?  What 
work  did  Wolfe  do  as  a  boy? 

Discuss  Wolfe's  years  as  a  student  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  Read 
his  description  of  omnivorously  devouring  everything  he  could  read  in  the  library. 
What  did  he  learn  from  his  Professor  of  Playwriting?  His  Professor  of  Philosophy? 
What  was  his  estimate  of  the  University?  Describe  briefly  his  graduate  work  at 
Harvard  and  his  continued  interest  in  writing. 

While  teaching  at  New  York  University  he  wrote  his  mother:  "Within  me 
somewhere  terrific  energy  is  generated — I  must  always  be  going — either  attacking 
a  book  or  my  play  furiously,  or  teaching  furiously,  or  racing  around,  as  fast  as  I 
can  go,  even  in  the  sun.  I  take  things  with  too  great  intensity;  I  can  never  do 
things  by  halves."  Does  this  indicate  why  the  English  critic  chose  "Hungry  Gulliver" 
as  the  title  of  her  book  about  Wolfe? 

What  were  Wolfe's  reactions  to  his  visits  abroad?  Did  they  give  him  fresh 
perspective  on  his  own  life  and  on  America? 

Discuss  George  Webber's  friendship  with  the  New  York  stage  designer,  Esther 
Jack.  Read  Wolfe's  satiric  chapters  on  the  New  York  literary  party  given  by 
Mrs.  Jack. 
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From  his  accounts  in  his  novels  and  in  his  letters  to  his  mother,  describe 
Wolfe's  reactions  to  the  success  of  his  first  novel,  Look  Homeward,  Angel,  and  also 
to  the  criticisms  of  his  family  and  his  fellow  townspeople  in  Asheville  who  thought 
they  were  being  pilloried.  Be  sure  to  read  the  letter  written  from  New  York  on 
November  6,  1929.  Here  Wolfe  says  that  "what  the  book  is  about  is  stated  on  the 
first  page;  it  says  that  we  are  born  alone — all  of  us  who  ever  lived  or  will  live — 
that  we  live  alone,  and  die  alone,  and  that  we  are  strangers  to  one  another,  and 
never  come  to  know  one  another."  Did  the  criticism  of  his  work  accentuate  this 
feeling  of  being  alone? 

2.  Wolfe  the  Artist 
Same  references  as  above: 

What  is  the  underlying  theme  of  all  Wolfe's  writing?  Some  critics  have  said 
it  is  the  constant  search  for  a  spiritual  "father"  in  a  world  where  man  is  es- 
sentially alone.  Muller  describes  it  as  "the  transient  life  of  man  on  this  earth." 
Wolfe  himself  writes:  "Man  was  born  to  live,  to  suffer  and  to  die,  and  what  be- 
falls him  is  a  tragic  lot.  There  is  no  denying  this  in  the  final  end.  But  we  must 
deny  it  all  along  the  way." 

How  would  you  characterize  Wolfe's  style?  It  has  been  compared  to  a  flooding 
mountain  torrent.  What  are  the  principal  points  Miss  Johnson  makes  in  her 
chapter  on  style,  which  she  terms  "the  essence  of  Wolfe?" 

Do  you  detect  influences  of  the  Bible  and  of  Whitman  in  his  writing?  Critics 
have  also  said  that  he  was  influenced  by  Sophocles,  Dante,  Milton,  Swift,  Dostoevsky 
and  Joyce. 

Which  of  the  Wolfe  characters  seem  most  vital  and  credible  to  you?  Are  they 
based  on  real  people  in  his  life?  How  does  he  characterize  his  mother?  His  friend 
Esther  Jack?  Francis  Starwick?  The  baseball  player,  Nebraska  Crane?  His  editor 
Foxhall  Edwards?  Does  either  Eugene  Gant  or  George  Webber  ever  seem  to  live 
as  a  person  other  than  Thomas  Wolfe? 

How  does  Wolfe  portray  the  women  with  whom  he  was  in  love?  Are  his  love 
scenes  convincing? 

What  is  his  attitude  toward  his  home  town?  Toward  North  Carolina?  (Read 
his  letter  from  New  York  dated  April  21,  1924.)  Toward  America  and  Americans? 
(Letter  of  June  3,  1927  and  the  chapter  on  his  philosophy  in  Hungry  Gulliver.) 

What  position  would  you  assign  to  Thomas  Wolfe  in  American  literature? 

Additional  Reading: 

Thomas  Wolfe  and  "Altamont,"  by  James  K.  Hutsell  in  The  Southern  Packet, 
April,  1948. 

The  Story  of  a  Novel,  by  Thomas  Wolfe 
The  Web  and  the  Rock,  by  Thomas  Wolfe 
From  Death  to  Morning,  by  Thomas  Wolfe 
The  Hills  Beyond,  by  Thomas  Wolfe 
The  Journey  Down,  by  Aline  Bernstein 


Chapter  V 


PAUL  GREEN:  DRAMATIST  AND  NOVELIST 

Contemporary  North  Carolina  writers  may  be  conveniently  divided 
into  three  groups — those  who  stayed  within  the  State  to  write,  those 
who  went  away  to  write,  and  those  who  came  here  from  other  states 
to  write.  Foremost  in  the  first  category  is  Paul  Green,  who  has  bril- 
liantly interpreted  the  history  and  the  people  of  his  native  region  in 
plays,  short  stories,  novels,  essays,  and  the  symphonic  dramas  The 
Lost  Colony  and  The  Highland  Call. 

Paul  Green  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Lillington  in  1894.  He  went 
to  school  at  Buie's  Creek  Academy,  now  Campbell  College,  taught 
school  and  then  entered  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  His  col- 
lege career  was  interrupted  by  a  term  of  service  in  the  U.  S.  Army  in 
the  first  World  War,  but  he  returned  to  the  University  and  graduated 
in  1921.  His  first  play,  Surrender  to  the  Enemy,  won  a  contest  his 
freshman  year,  and  was  produced  in  the  Forest  Theatre.  After  his 
return  from  the  Army,  he  became  interested  in  the  Carolina  Play- 
makers,  which  had  just  been  established  by  Frederick  Koch,  and  most 
of  his  early  writing  took  the  form  of  one-act  folk  plays.  In  1927  his 
full  length  play,  In  Abraham's  Bosom,  a  serious  study  of  North 
Carolina  Negro  life,  was  awarded  the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  Drama. 

Among  his  other  full  length  plays  are  Johnny  Johnson,  an  im- 
passioned plea  against  war;  The  House  of  Connelly,  a  drama  of  the 
changing  South;  and  The  Enchanted  Maze,  a  satire  on  American  col- 
ledge  education,  a  theme  to  which  he  has  returned  in  later  essays.  He 
collaborated  with  Richard  Wright  in  the  dramatization  of  the  lat- 
ter's  novel,  Native  Son.  The  powerful  indictment  of  capital  punish- 
ment in  this  drama  is  another  theme  which  has  frequently  found 
expression  in  Green's  writing.  In  an  excellent  novel,  This  Body  the 
Earth,  he  has  given  an  eloquent  account  of  the  tragic  frustrations  of 
tenant  farm  life  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  His  most  recent 
work  includes  The  Common  Glory,  a  symphonic  drama  about  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  the  winning  of  American  independence,  which  is  pro- 
duced each  summer  at  Williamsburg,  Virginia.  Salvation  on  a  String 
and  Dog  on  the  Sun  are  both  collections  of  short  stories  about  the 
Negroes  and  the  country  people  of  his  familiar  region. 

Biographical  and  critical  work  on  Paul  Green  has  been  confined 
chiefly  to  magazine  articles  and  a  pamphlet  by  Barrett  Clark  (1928) . 
His  philosophy  as  a  writer  may  best  be  summed  up  in  a  quotation 
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from  his  volume  of  essays,  Forever  Growing:  "For  life  is  like  a  tree 
forever  growing,"  and  in  another  from  The  Common  Glory:  "Let 
there  be  like  a  blessing  running  through  your  days  this  American 
ideal — this  dream  of  freedom,  justice  and  truth  among  men.  Only 
thus  can  our  democracy  continue  to  live  and  grow  strong."  In  all 
his  writing  and  in  his  activities,  Paul  Green  has  constantly  held  be- 
fore him  this  ideal  of  true  American  democracy. 

1.  Paul  Green,  Dramatist 

The  Field  God  and  In  Abraham's  Bosom 

The  House  of  Connelly  and  Other  Plays 

Lonesome  Road 

The  Lost  Colony 

Paul  Green,  by  Barrett  Clark 

Read  "White  Dresses"  in  the  volume  entitled  Lonesome  Road.  How  effective 
is  this  presentation  of  the  tragedy  of  a  young  Negro  girl?  What  is  the  theme 
of  "The  Hot  Iron?" 

After  reading  In  Abraham's  Bosom  sketch  the  story  briefly.  Does  Green  suggest 
any  solution  for  the  racial  problem  in  the  South? 

What  is  the  underlying  idea  of  The  House  of  Connelly?  What  changes  in  the 
southern  way  of  life  does  this  play  reveal? 

Comment  on  the  remarkable  success  of  The  Lost  Colony  as  it  has  been  presented 
year  after  year  on  Roanoke  Island.  What  use  does  this  play  make  of  the  history 
of  the  State?  Why  did  Green  choose  the  unusual  form  of  symphonic  drama  to  tell 
the  story  of  Raleigh's  vanished  colony?  Is  the  blending  of  play  and  music  effective? 

2.  Paul  Green:  Novelist  and  Short  Story  Teller 

This  Body  the  Earth 
Salvation  on  a  String 

Give  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  story  of  This  Body  the  Earth.  Where  is  the  scene 
laid?  Describe  the  major  characters.  Does  the  book  ring  true  as  an  interpretation 
of  North  Carolina  tenant  farmers  and  their  problems?  Do  you  feel  sympathy  for 
Alvin  Barnes  and  does  the  tragedy  of  his  life  move  you? 

Read  the  story,  "Fine  Wagon,"  in  the  volume,  Salvation  on  a  String.  Some 
critics  consider  this  to  be  Green's  finest  short  story.  Discuss  the  theme  of  the  story. 
How  effectively  does  Green  present  it? 

Discuss  Green's  handling  of  such  humorous  stories  as  "Austin  Honey  and  the 
Buzzards"  and  "Salvation  on  a  String." 

What  kind  of  people  are  portrayed  in  the  short  stories?  What  use  does  he 
make  of  the  North  Carolina  scene?  Discuss  his  stories  with  particular  reference 
to  their  emotional  impact,  their  sense  of  the  tragic,  and  the  author's  sympathy 
for  the  people  he  writes  about. 


Paul  Green:  Dramatist  and  Novelist 

Additional  Reading: 

Wide  Fields,  by  Paul  Green 
Dog  on  the  Sun,  by  Paul  Green 
Hymn  to  the  Rising  Sun,  by  Paul  Green 
The  Highland  Call,  by  Paul  Green 
The  Common  Glory,  by  Paul  Green 


Chapter  VI 


THOSE  WHO  STAYED  TO  WRITE 

Another  able  interpreter  of  the  rural  life  of  the  State  is  Bernice 
Kelly  Harris.  Born  in  Wake  County  in  1894,  Mrs.  Harris  was  edu- 
cated at  Meredith  College  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  and 
taught  in  Northampton  County,  which  is  the  scene  of  much  of  her 
best  work.  She  writes  about  the  people  she  knows;  and  she  writes 
so  convincingly  that  her  readers  come  to  know  the  people  too.  Like 
Paul  Green  and  Thomas  Wolfe,  she  got  her  start  as  a  writer  in  Pro- 
fessor Koch's  classes  in  playmaking  at  the  University,  and  she  has 
published  one  collection  of  folk  plays.  In  her  first  novel,  Purslane, 
she  told  the  appealing  story  of  a  young  girl  growing  up  in  the  coun- 
try in  the  early  1900s;  in  Janey  Jeems  the  warmly  human  story  of 
a  Negro  family  in  eastern  Carolina;  and  in  Hearthstones  the  story 
of  a  family  of  sisters  on  an  isolated  farm,  from  the  Civil  War  to  the 
second  World  War.  Mrs.  Harris  was  the  first  woman  to  receive  the 
Mayflower  Cup,  given  annually  by  the  State  Literary  and  Historical 
Association  for  the  most  distinguished  book  written  by  a  resident  of 
the  State. 

Among  other  writers  who  have  remained  in  North  Carolina  are 
four  novelists:  LeGette  Blythe,  book  editor  of  The  Charlotte  Observer, 
who  has  written  of  North  Carolina  history  but  turned  to  the  New 
Testament  as  the  source  of  his  most  popular  work,  Bold  Galilean; 
Peirson  Ricks,  a  younger  writer  from  Winston-Salem  who  has  gone 
into  the  past  of  North  Carolina  for  a  very  readable  novel;  Paul 
Ader,  who  as  a  Methodist  minister's  son  has  lived  in  various  towns 
in  the  State  and  has  used  several  of  them,  as  well  as  Duke  University, 
for  the  scenes  of  his  book;  and  Robert  K.  Marshall,  who  has  utilized 
the  folk  legends  of  the  mountains  most  successfully. 

Ricks,  author  of  The  Hunter's  Horn,  has  written  short  stories  for 
Collier's  and  The  American  Magazine,  but  this  is  his  first  published 
novel.  His  career  ranges  from  serving  as  a  mess  boy  on  a  cattle  boat 
to  writing  advertising  copy  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  During 
the  second  World  War  he  worked  in  the  Office  of  Strategic  Service  in 
Washington.  He  has  planned  a  second  novel  with  its  scene  laid  in 
North  Carolina  during  the  period  of  the  Regulators. 

Paul  Ader  wrote  his  first  novel,  We  Always  Came  Back,  while  in 
England  with  the  radar  section  of  the  Army  Air  Forces.  His  second 
novel,  The  Leaf  Against  the  Sky,  tells  the  story  of  a  preacher's  son 
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from  the  western  part  of  the  State  and  his  experiences  in  a  big  uni- 
versity. Robert  K.  Marshall,  author  of  Little  Squire  Jim,  was  born 
in  Mt.  Airy.  In  his  novel  he  has  used  old  songs  and  legends  as  the 
basis  of  his  plot,  which  is  woven  with  poetry  and  imagination. 

A  forceful  father-and-son  pair  of  writers  are  Josephus  and  Jona- 
than Daniels,  both  editors  of  the  Raleigh  News  and  Observer.  The 
late  Josephus  Daniels  was  a  most  distinguished  citizen  of  the  State 
and  Nation,  serving  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Ambassador  to 
Mexico.  He  found  time  to  write  the  story  of  his  crowded  years  in  a 
series  of  four  autobiographies,  beginning  with  Tar  Heel  Editor.  Jona- 
than Daniels  wrote  one  novel,  Clash  of  Angels,  for  which  he  was 
awarded  a  Guggenheim  Fellowship,  but  he  is  better  known  at  the 
present  for  his  lively  and  penetrating  travel  books,  or  perhaps  they 
should  rather  be  called  studies  of  the  American  scene:  A  Southerner 
Discovers  the  South,  A  Southerner  Discovers  New  England,  and 
Frontier  on  the  Potomac.  In  a  recent  article  in  Holiday  he  presented 
an  arresting  picture  of  his  native  state. 

One  of  the  better  known  authors  in  the  field  of  biography  is 
Robert  W.  Winston,  who  turned  writer  after  a  successful  career  as  a 
lawyer,  and  published  biographies  of  Robert  E.  Lee,  Jefferson  Davis, 
and  Andrew  Johnson.  His  autobiography,  It's  A  Far  Cry,  is  not  only 
interesting,  but  affords  an  authentic  and  realistic  picture  of  the  South 
at  the  turn  of  the  century. 

1.  Bernice  Kelly  Harris 

Folk  Plays  of  Eastern  Carolina 

Purslane 

Janey  Jeems 

Read  "Three  Foolish  Virgins"  and  "His  Jewels"  in  the  volume  of  plays.  Discuss 
them  as  to  plot,  characters,  background,  use  of  dialect.  Do  you  think  they  would 
play  well?  Read  Koch's  discussion  of  each  play  in  his  introduction.  Where  did 
Mrs.  Harris  get  the  ideas  for  her  plays? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  title  of  Purslane?  Is  this  a  good  title  for  the  kind 
of  story  Mrs.  Harris  wanted  to  tell?  What  is  the  attitude  of  the  author  toward 
her  characters?  Do  you  think  she  interprets  the  people  of  this  community 
sympathetically? 

In  reading  Janey  Jeems  did  it  occur  to  you  that  the  characters  were  a  Negro 
family  but  that  Mrs.  Harris  never  says  they  are  Negroes?  Why  do  you  think 
she  uses  this  device?  Describe  some  of  the  rural  customs  and  superstitions  which  are 
employed  in  the  book.  Which  is  your  favorite  character? 
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2.  Four  Carolina  Novelists 

Marshall  Ney:  A  Dual  Life,  by  LeGette  Blythe 
Bold  Galilean,  by  LeGette  Blythe 
The  Hunter's  Horn,  by  Peirson  Ricks 
The  Leaf  Against  the  Sky,  by  Paul  Ader 
Little  Squire  Jim,  by  Robert  K.  Marshall 

What  evidence  does  author  Blythe  give  to  prove  that  Marshal  Ney  of  France 
really  lived  in  North  Carolina?  How  dexterously  does  he  weave  in  North  Carolina 
background? 

What  is  the  essential  theme  of  Bold  Galilean}  How  successfully  do  you  think 
he  draws  the  major  characters  of  his  novel?  Which  are  purely  fictional?  How  does 
he  characterize  Christ?  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  great  popularity  of  the 
novel?  Compare  it  to  Lloyd  Douglas'  The  Robe. 

Give  a  brief  resume  of  the  story  of  The  Hunter's  Horn.  Where  is  the  scene 
laid?  Describe  the  character  of  Uncle  Benjamin.  What  is  the  symbolism  of  the 
hunter's  horn?  What  use  is  made  of  Negro  superstition,  especially  in  the  character 
of  Aunt  Tinzy?  Is  the  tenant  farm  girl  with  whom  Conway  falls  in  love  con- 
vincingly drawn? 

Sketch  the  background  of  John  Perry,  the  hero  of  The  Leaf  Against  the  Sky, 
and  discuss  the  influence  of  his  early  training  upon  his  life.  Would  you  identify 
"Trumbull  University"  as  Duke?  What  is  the  theme  of  the  novel?  What  use 
would  you  say  the  author  has  made  of  his  own  experiences? 

Little  Squire  Jim  is  described  as  "a  fantasy."  How  does  Marshall  go  about 
building  up  the  mood  of  the  story?  Give  examples  of  folklore  in  the  book.  Does 
it  seem  more  like  a  ballad  than  a  novel?  What  caused  the  death  of  Little  Squire 
Jim?  Discuss  the  author's  use  of  the  yellow  trillium. 

3.  Biography  and  Criticism 

Tar  Heel  Editor,  by  Josephus  Daniels 

A  Southerner  Discovers  the  South,  by  Jonathan  Daniels 

Frontier  on  the  Potomac,  by  Jonathan  Daniels 

It's  A  Far  Cry,  by  Robert  W.  Winston 

How  completely  does  Josephus  Daniels  reveal  his  own  character  in  Tar  Heel 
Editor?  Relate  some  of  his  early  experiences  as  an  editor.  How  did  he  start  in 
politics?  Discuss  some  of  the  North  Carolina  history  included  in  the  book. 

When  Jonathan  Daniels  makes  his  tour  of  the  South,  what  does  he  discover? 
What  does  he  say  about  his  own  State?  Read  the  chapters  on  "Gold  Avenue"  and 
"Dixie  Destination."  Have  conditions  in  the  South  changed  appreciably  since  the 
Daniels  book  was  written?  How?  Relate  some  of  his  "discoveries"  about  life  in 
Washington  as  shown  in  Frontier  on  the  Potomac.  Discuss  his  appraisals  of  im- 
portant national  figures. 

Give  a  brief  sketch  of  Robert  W.  Winston's  life,  including  his  unusual  action 
in  going  to  college  at  the  age  of  sixty  to  fit  himself  "to  interpret  the  New  South 
to  the  Nation  and  the  Nation  to  the  New  South." 
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Describe  his  growing  up  on  a  plantation.  What  effect  did  the  Civil  War 
have  upon  his  life?  Reconstruction?  Discuss  life  at  "Windsor  Castle."  Recount 
some  of  his  adventures  at  Chapel  Hill.  What  part  did  Judge  Winston  play  in 
politics?  What  is  his  attitude  toward  the  racial  problems  of  the  South?  Tell 
some  of  his  best  anecdotes.  What  picture  does  he  draw  of  the  State?  Explain  the 
significance  of  the  book's  title. 

Additional  Reading: 

Portulaca,  by  Bernice  Kelly  Harris 
Hearthstones,  by  Bernice  Kelly  Harris 

A  Southerner  Discovers  New  England,  by  Jonathan  Daniels 

Tar  Heels:  A  Portrait  of  North  Carolina*  by  Jonathan  Daniels 

Robert  E.  Lee,  A  Biography,  by  Robert  W.  Winston 

Horace  Williams:  Gadfly  of  Chapel  Hill,  by  Robert  W.  Winston 

Miss  Sue  and  the  Sheriff,  by  Robert  Burton  House 

Cloud  Over  Catawba,  by  Chalmers  G.  Davidson 

Weddin'  Trimmin's,  by  M.  Virginia  Harrison 

First  the  Fields,  by  Charles  G.  Wood 


Chapter  VII 


THOSE  WHO  LEFT  TO  WRITE 

While  some  North  Carolina  writers  were  staying  at  home  and 
using  their  native  material,  others  were  leaving  the  State  but  still 
writing  about  the  Southern  scene.  One  left  when  she  married — Worth 
Tuttle  Hedden.  Two  others  who  had  worked  on  The  Charlotte  News 
left  for  jobs  in  other  cities — Burke  Davis  and  Marion  Hargrove.  All 
three  of  these,  however,  should  definitely  be  considered  in  the  realm 
of  North  Carolina  writers. 

Mrs.  Hedden  was  born  in  Raleigh,  educated  at  Trinity  College 
(now  Duke)  and  at  Columbia  University  School  of  Journalism.  She 
lives  in  Connecticut,  with  her  husband  and  three  children,  but  fre- 
quently returns  to  North  Carolina  to  visit  relatives.  Her  first  novel, 
Wives  of  High  Pasture,  based  on  the  Oneida  Community,  was  pub- 
lished in  1944.  The  next  one,  The  Other  Room,  is  the  story  of  a  young 
Southern  woman  who  inadvertently  goes  to  teach  in  a  Negro  school  in 
New  Orleans  and  finds  herself  falling  in  love  with  one  of  her  fellow 
teachers,  a  man  "who  might  have  passed  for  white  up  North."  Inci- 
dentally, Mrs.  Hedden  herself  taught  for  a  year  in  just  such  a  school. 
The  book  was  widely  acclaimed  and  won  the  Anisfield-Wolf  Award  for 
the  best  treatment  of  a  racial  issue  and  the  Southern  Authors'  Award 
for  the  best  book  by  a  Southern  author  on  a  Southern  subject. 

After  graduating  in  journalism  at  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Burke  Davis  worked  for  a  number  of  years  on  The  Charlotte 
News,  as  reporter,  sports  editor  and  editor.  His  first  novel,  Whisper 
My  Name,  was  written  while  he  lived  in  Charlotte  but  did  not  ap- 
pear until  he  had  moved  on  to  the  Baltimore  Sun.  This  is  based 
on  the  unusual  theme  of  a  Jewish  businessman  who  comes  to  a 
Southern  city,  conceals  the  fact  that  he  is  Jewish  because  of  the 
religious  intolerance  he  finds,  and  becomes  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church.  Although  the  author  calls  the  city  "Elizabeth"  critics 
have  been  quick  to  identify  it  as  Charlotte. 

One  of  the  best-selling  authors  of  all  time  is  a  young  North  Caro- 
lina reporter  named  Marion  Hargrove,  whose  amusing  account  of 
his  life  in  the  Army  at  Fort  Bragg,  See  Here,  Private  Hargrove, 
soared  to  the  top  of  the  lists  during  the  war.  From  Charlotte  High 
School  Hargrove  had  gone  to  work  on  The  Charlotte  News,  where 
he  was  reporter  and  feature  writer.  When  he  went  into  the  Army  he 
wrote  short  columns  of  his  experiences  for  the  paper,  and  from  these 
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grew  his  book,  which  sold  over  three  million  copies.  A  popular  motion 
picture  was  made  from  the  book.  A  later  book,  Something' s  Got  to 
Give,  was  a  laugh-provoking  satire  on  the  radio  industry.  Since  the 
war  Hargrove  has  made  his  home  in  New  York  but  has  given  lectures 
throughout  the  country. 

1.  Mrs.  Hedden  and  the  Negro  Problem 
The  Other  Room,  by  Worth  Tuttle  Hedden 

Sketch  the  Virginia  background  of  Nina  Latham.  What  kind  of  family  and 
friends  did  she  have?  What  was  their  attitude  toward  the  Negro?  How  was 
Nina  educated? 

Where  was  the  Negro  school  located  at  which  Nina  taught?  How  did  she 
happen  to  accept  the  job  without  knowing  the  type  of  school?  What  were  her 
first  reactions  to  Willard  College?  Describe  other  members  of  the  faculty.  Where 
was  the  College  housed?  Why  did  Nina  not  tell  her  family  where  she  was  teaching? 

Describe  Professor  Warwick.  When  did  Nina  first  become  interested  in  him? 
What  role  was  played  by  Erma  Clinton?  By  Professor  Warwick's  aunt,  Madame 
Prudhon?  Describe  Madame  Prudhon's  home.  Discuss  Nina's  decision  in  regard 
to  Warwick. 

What  efforts  did  Nina  make  to  help  in  the  lives  and  education  of  her  Negro 
students?  Do  you  think  she  was  successful? 

Discuss  the  meaning  of  the  title,  The  Other  Room.  Do  you  think  Nina  was 
able  to  find  any  solution  to  the  Negro  problem?  What  are  the  conclusions  drawn 
by  the  author  on  this  subject? 

2.  Mr.  Davis  and  the  Jewish  Problem 
Whisper  My  Name,  by  Burke  Davis 

What  is  the  central  theme  of  Whisper  My  Name?  Sketch  the  business  success 
of  Daniel  Gordon  in  the  southern  city  of  Elizabeth.  Why  did  he  conceal  the  fact 
that  he  was  Jewish?  Would  he  have  been  less  successful  if  the  fact  of  his  race 
had  been  known?  What  evidences  did  he  find  of  racial  discrimination? 

Give  a  brief  description  of  the  city  of  Elizabeth.  Would  you  recognize  it  as 
Charlotte  or  any  other  North  Carolina  city?  Trace  the  development  of  the  city. 

What  two  women  played  important  roles  in  Daniel's  life?  Characterize  each  of 
them  and  discuss  why  he  chose  the  one  he  married.  What  effect  did  this  have 
upon  his  life? 

What  was  the  attitude  of  other  citizens  of  Elizabeth  toward  Gordon?  How 
would  you  characterize  Hawse  Bradford?  Bud  Wilkerson,  the  Negro  hack  driver 
who  ran  for  the  city  council? 

When  does  the  reader  become  aware  of  Gordon's  social  consciousness?  Discuss 
his  actions  in  the  city  trolley-car  strike;  in  the  candidacy  of  the  Negro  for  the 
city  council.  What  is  the  conclusion  of  the  novel?  How  well  has  Burke  Davis 
succeeded  in  doing  what  he  set  out  to  do?  What  are  the  chief  merits  of  the 
novel?  The  chief  flaws? 
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3.  Private  Hargrove  and  His  Humor 

See  Here,  Private  Hargrove,  by  Marion  Hargrove 
Somethings  Got  To  Give,  by  Marion  Hargrove 

Read  aloud  some  of  the  amusing  incidents  in  See  Here,  Private  Hargrove.  How 
does  the  author  achieve  his  humor?  Why  do  you  think  the  book  became  such  a 
phenomenal  best-seller?  Characterize  Hargrove  from  what  he  says  about  himself. 
Do  you  feel  that  he  is  giving  an  authentic  picture  of  life  in  the  Army?  If  you 
have  read  or  seen  the  Maxwell  Anderson  play,  The  Eve  of  St.  Agnes,  discuss  the  use 
made  by  the  playwright  of  Private  Hargrove,  whom  he  had  met  at  Fort  Bragg 
while  collecting  material  for  his  play. 

Give  a  brief  resume  of  the  story  of  Something's  Got  To  Give.  What  were  the 
chief  problems  faced  by  the  two  young  couples  before  the  tremendous  success  of 
their  radio  program?  What  were  their  problems  afterward?  Read  aloud  some  of 
the  satirical  jibes  made  about  radio  in  the  book.  Do  you  consider  them  justified? 
Discuss  the  nature  of  the  radio  program  which  plays  such  a  large  part  in  the 
book.  Do  you  think  this  book  is  as  amusing  as  See  Here,  Private  Hargrove?  Com- 
pare the  humor  in  the  two  volumes. 

Additional  Reading: 
Tory  Oath,  by  Tim  Pridgen 

Where  the  Weak  Grow  Strong,  by  Eugene  Armfield 
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OTHERS  WHO  LEFT  TO  WRITE 

Gerald  Johnson,  born  in  Riverton  and  educated  at  Wake  Forest, 
worked  for  a  number  of  years  on  the  Greensboro  Daily  News,  taught 
journalism  for  two  years  at  the  University,  and  then  moved  on  to 
the  Baltimore  Sun.  He  is  the  author  of  one  very  thoughtful  novel 
with  its  scene  laid  in  North  Carolina,  By  Reason  of  Strength,  which 
deserves  to  be  better  known  because  of  its  quiet  yet  movingly  ac- 
curate picture  of  the  South  during  reconstruction.  Johnson  has  writ- 
ten many  magazine  articles,  and  several  biographies,  among  them 
Andrew  Jackson — An  Epic  in  Homespun,  Randolph  of  Roanoke  and 
Liberal's  Progress  (Edward  Filene,  the  Boston  merchant) .  His  most 
recent  book  is  Our  English  Heritage. 

Joseph  Mitchell,  from  the  tobacco  town  of  Fairmont,  started  his 
writing  career  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  where  he  made 
critical  history  by  saying,  in  a  review  of  a  Forest  Theatre  production, 
that  the  best  performance  was  given  by  the  mosquitoes.  In  addition 
to  working  on  the  World-Telegram  and  The  New  Yorker,  he  has 
published  three  books.  My  Ears  Are  Bent  is  a  collection  of  news- 
paper interviews.  McSorley's  Wonderful  Saloon  paints  a  nostalgic 
picture  of  one  of  New  York's  favorite  bars.  Mitchell's  most  recent 
book,  Old  Mr.  Flood,  gives  an  account  of  a  "seafoodetarian"  who 
swears  that  seafood  is  the  only  thing  that  hasn't  been  doctored  up 
with  vitamins  and  ruined. 

Robert  Ruark,  from  Wilmington,  is  one  of  the  most  widely  read 
newspaper  syndicated  columnists  in  the  country.  After  graduating 
at  Chapel  Hill,  he  wrote  sports  articles  for  the  Washington  Daily 
News,  and  sold  several  magazine  articles.  He  broke  into  the  head- 
lines when  he  exposed  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Army  in 
Italy  under  General  "Courthouse"  Lee.  He  has  published  a  satire 
of  historical  novels  in  Grenadine  Etching,  and  a  volume  of  short 
humorous  essays  called  /  Didn't  Know  It  Was  Loaded.  From  time  to 
time  he  returns  to  his  home  state  to  find  fresh  material  for  his  daily 
column. 

Frank  Slaughter,  the  writing  doctor  who  makes  best  seller  lists, 
was  born  in  Granville  County,  and  attended  Oxford  High  School 
and  Duke  University.  He  now  makes  his  home  in  Florida,  where  he 
writes  learned  medical  treatises  as  well  as  romantic  historical  novels. 
In  the  former  category  is  his  recent  Medicine  For  Moderns,  and  in 
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the  latter  The  Golden  Isle.  In  each  of  his  romances  the  hero  is  a 
doctor.  One  of  his  most  popular  books,  In  A  Dark  Garden,  tells  the 
story  of  a  doctor  in  the  Civil  War. 

1.  Gerald  Johnson,  Biographer 

The  First  Captain,  by  Gerald  Johnson 
Our  English  Heritage,  by  Gerald  Johnson 

Gerald  Johnson's  "First  Captain"  is  the  American  Naval  hero,  John  Paul  Jones, 
who  also  served  as  the  hero  of  a  biography  by  another  North  Carolinian,  Phillips 
Russell  (John  Paul  Jones,  Man  of  Action)  .  Why  did  Jones  appeal  to  two  Carolina 
writers  as  a  subject?  What  importance  does  Johnson  attribute  to  Jones  in  the 
development  of  the  United  States  Navy?  Discuss  some  of  the  most  exciting  ad- 
ventures of  The  First  Captain.  How  does  Johnson  approach  his  subject? 

Why  did  Johnson  write  Our  English  Heritage}  What  does  he  say  of  the 
civilization  brought  to  America  by  the  English  settlers?  What  contribution  does 
he  think  the  English  have  made  to  American  culture  and  history?  Notice  both 
the  praise  and  the  criticism  he  gives  to  the  English.  Do  you  think  he  has  written 
objectively? 

2.  Joseph  Mitchell  and  Robert  Ruark 

Old  Mr.  Flood,  by  Joseph  Mitchell 

/  Didn't  Know  It  Was  Loaded,  by  Robert  Ruark 

Give  a  brief  character  sketch  of  ninety-three-year-old  Mr.  Flood.  Describe  the 
hotel  where  he  lives.  Why  does  he  frequent  the  Fulton  Fish  Market?  What  does 
author  Mitchell  mean  by  "seafoodetarian?"  -  - 

Recount  the  story  of  the  three  Brooklyn  boys  with  which  Mitchell  concludes 
his  first  story,  "Old  Mr.  Flood."  Notice  the  technique  which  he  used  to  round 
off  his  second  story,  the  old  tale  about  the  farmer  and  his  watch.  Describe  Mr. 
Flood's  famous  party.  What  comment  would  you  make  on  Mr.  Mitchell's  style? 

Read  aloud  some  of  the  passages  in  1  Didn't  Know  It  Was  Loaded  which  you 
consider  particularly  amusing.  What  does  Ruark  think  of  perfume  for  boys?  Of 
the  "New  Look"  for  women?  Of  southern  cooking?  Of  radio  advertising? 

Ruark  thinks  that  the  current  fad  for  comic  books  is  ruining  American  children. 
Read  his  pages  on  Super  Rabbit  and  Super  Worm.  What  is  his  opinion  of  progres- 
sive education?  How  does  he  achieve  his  humor?  Analyze  his  style  of  writing.  Why 
have  his  syndicated  columns  become  so  popular? 

3.  Frank  Slaughter,  Medical  Novelist 
The  Golden  Isle,  by  Frank  Slaughter 

How  does  Dr.  Slaughter  utilize  his  extensive  medical  knowledge?  Describe  his 
central  character,  Dr.  Michael  Stone.  How  does  he  popularize  the  medical  in- 
formation which  he  includes  in  his  novel?  How  convincing  are  his  descriptions  of 
early  operations? 
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Where  is  the  scene  laid?  What  period  of  American  history  is  used  for  back- 
ground? How  much  description  of  the  southern  countryside  is  included?  What 
actual  historical  characters  does  he  use? 

What  devices  of  the  popular  romantic  historical  novel  does  Dr.  Slaughter 
employ?  Discuss  the  two  leading  women  in  his  story,  Lady  Marian  and  Dimity 
Parker.  Does  he  depend  upon  sex  to  hold  the  attention  of  his  readers? 

Additional  Reading: 

Andrew  Jackson — An  Epic  in  Homespun,  by  Gerald  Johnson 

An  Honorable  Titan  (Adolph  Ochs) ,  by  Gerald  Johnson 

Grenadine  Etching,  by  Robert  Ruark 

Sangaree,  by  Frank  Slaughter 

In  a  Dark  Garden,  by  Frank  Slaughter 

Small  Town  South,  by  Sam  Byrd 

The  Varmints,  by  Peggy  Bennett 


Chapter  IX 


THOSE  WHO  CAME  TO  WRITE 

While  some  native  North  Carolinians  were  seeking  fame  in  other 
states,  many  writers  came  to  this  state  to  make  their  home.  These 
include  one  great  humorist,  Bill  Nye,  who  was  born  in  Maine  in 
1850.  He  came  to  the  French  Broad  Valley  of  Henderson  county 
in  1886  to  regain  his  health.  Among  his  books  are  the  comic  History 
of  the  United  States  and  History  of  England. 

James  Boyd,  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1888,  also  came  South  on 
account  of  his  health.  He  settled  in  Southern  Pines  in  1919  on  land 
which  had  belonged  to  his  grandfather,  and  soon  identified  himself 
with  the  cultural  and  literary  life  not  only  of  that  community,  but 
of  the  whole  State.  He  knew  and  loved  American  history,  and  was 
a  life-long  student  of  the  Revolution  and  the  Civil  War.  In  his  fine 
novels,  such  as  Drums,  Roll  River,  and  Marching  On,  he  made  history 
live  again.  Struthers  Burt,  his  friend  and  neighbor  in  Southern  Pines, 
considers  Drums  "as  fine  a  historical  novel  as  Henry  Esmond."  In 
the  period  shortly  before  his  death  in  1944,  he  turned  to  poetry,  and 
there  is  ample  indication  in  all  of  his  writing,  in  its  precision  and 
its  evocative  power,  that  he  was  fundamentally  always  a  poet. 

Struthers  Burt  and  his  wife  Katharine  Newlin  Burt,  like  the 
James  Boyds,  came  to  Southern  Pines  from  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Burt 
has  won  fame  with  novels,  such  as  Along  These  Streets,  which 
cleverly  depicts  his  native  Philadelphia,  a  theme  which  he  follows  in 
greater  detail  in  his  Philadelphia:  Holy  Experiment.  He  has  also 
published  poetry;  most  recently  War  Cries,  during  the  second  World 
War;  and  he  has  been  an  ardent  and  generous  crusader  for  democracy. 
Mrs.  Burt  has  specialized  in  light  romances. 

Carl  Sandburg,  a  native  of  Illinois,  was  already  famous  for  poetry 
and  his  monumental  Life  of  Lincoln  before  he  moved  to  North 
Carolina.  He  found  in  Flat  Rock  the  temperate  climate  which  he 
sought  for  himself  and  for  his  herd  of  prize  goats.  He  lives  now  in 
an  old  white  columned  house  which  once  was  the  home  of  Christopher 
Memminger,  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  Confederacy.  He  has 
great  interest  in  collecting  old  songs  and  ballads,  and  is  an  expert 
at  playing  them  on  his  guitar. 

Down  in  eastern  Carolina  at  Edenton  lives  Inglis  Fletcher,  who 
also  came  to  Carolina  from  Illinois;  but  for  her  it  was  a  homecoming 
since  her  great-great-grandfather,  Richard  Chapman,  had  been  a 
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resident  of  the  Albemarle  country  generations  ago.  In  a  series  of 
romantic  novels  Mrs.  Fletcher  has  recreated  the  early  history  of  the 
area  from  Raleigh's  Eden  and  Men  of  Albemarle  to  the  later  Roanoke 
Hundred.  She  spends  much  time  in  research  for  her  novels,  studying 
old  wills,  land  grants,  epitaphs  and  diaries,  and  then  succeeds  in 
breathing  life  and  romance  into  her  characters  out  of  the  past. 

Another  writing  visitor  to  North  Carolina  is  Hiram  Haydn,  who 
taught  for  several  years  at  Woman's  College  and  lived  in  Greensboro. 
His  wife  is  a  native  of  Goldsboro  and  a  niece  of  Worth  Tuttle 
Hedden.  Since  leaving  Carolina,  Haydn  has  been  editor  of  The 
American  Scholar,  a  quarterly  magazine,  and  chief  editor  for  Crown 
Publishers.  The  book  which  brought  him  fame  is  The  Time  Is  Noon, 
a  frank  account  of  the  lives  of  six  young  people  growing  up  in  the 
1920's.  Part  of  the  novel  is  laid  in  North  Carolina  at  the  time  of 
the  memorable  Gastonia  strike  and  the  ensuing  trial  in  Charlotte. 

1.  Carl  Sandburg,  Voice  of  the  People 
Remembrance  Rock,  by  Carl  Sandburg 

What  is  the  central  theme  of  Remembrance  Rock"?  How  does  the  book  get  its 
title?  How  much  time  does  it  cover?  What  mementoes  were  placed  in  the  rock? 

Who  are  the  leading  characters  of  the  novel?  Notice  that  in  each  different 
section  of  the  book  the  characters  are  similar  to  those  in  other  sections  and  even 
bear  similar  names.  Describe  the  heroine  in  each  of  these  sections. 

The  novel  has  been  compared  to  War  and  Peace.  What  do  you  think  of  this 
comparison?  Many  reviewers  have  pointed  out  that  the  book  was  destined  for 
the  screen.  Do  you  think  it  would  make  a  good  movie? 

What  historical  research  was  necessary  for  the  writing  of  Remembrance  Rock? 
Does  this  add  to  the  feeling  of  authenticity? 

Discuss  the  conclusions  reached  by  Sandburg  in  his  final  chapters.  What  does 
he  consider  the  important  American  characteristics  which  have  endured  through 
the  years?  Describe  what  he  means  by  "the  American  dream." 

2.  Inglis  Fletcher,  Voice  of  the  Past 

Roanoke  Hundred,  by  Inglis  Fletcher 
Toil  of  the  Brave,  by  Inglis  Fletcher 

Discuss  the  central  plot  of  Roanoke  Hundred.  Compare  the  scenes  in  England 
and  in  North  Carolina.  Do  the  historical  characters  or  the  fictional  ones  come 
most  vividly  alive?  What  use  has  Mrs.  Fletcher  made  of  actual  historical  events? 
How  does  she  succeed  in  combining  fictional  romance  with  history?  Where  did 
she  do  her  research  for  the  book?  Discuss  the  facts  of  the  Sir  Richard  Grenville 
Expedition  to  North  Carolina.  Compare  the  history  of  Roanoke  Hundred  with 
that  of  The  Lost  Colony. 
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Where  is  the  scene  of  Toil  of  the  Brave?  Read  Mrs.  Fletcher's  explanation 
of  her  sources  in  her  "Acknowledgement."  What  use  does  she  make  of  the  country 
in  which  she  lives?  Discuss  her  use  of  the  Battle  of  King's  Mountain  in  the 
plot.  How  does  the  love  story  of  Peter  Huntley  and  Angela  Ferrier  tie  the  novel 
together?  Give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  role  played  by  Anthony  Allison. 

3.  Hiram  Haydn,  Voice  of  the  Twenties 
The  Time  Is  Noon,  by  Hiram  Haydn 

The  chief  importance  of  The  Time  Is  Noon  is  its  accurate  and  arresting  ac- 
count of  the  life  of  young  Americans  in  the  period  of  the  1920's.  Sketch  briefly 
the  story  of  the  six  young  people  who  are  leading  characters  of  the  book. 

Compare  the  Florida  vacation  scenes,  the  New  York  chapter,  and  the  North 
Carolina  interlude.  Discuss  the  Paris  adventure  of  Harriet  Hawthorne. 

How  do  the  stories  of  Charles  Hoyt  and  Tom  Robinson  reflect  the  material 
business  success  of  America  in  the  years  just  before  the  Depression?  Discuss 
American  literary  circles  as  described  in  the  story  of  Lathrop  Stone.  What  did 
Sand  Warren  discover  in  Greenwich  Village? 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  character  of  the  novel  is  Sol  Krassovsky,  young 
Jewish  intellectual.  Trace  the  effects  of  his  college  experiences,  his  contacts  with 
the  Communist  Party,  his  trip  to  North  Carolina  to  cover  the  Gastonia  strike 
trials  of  1929.  Why  did  he  decide  definitely  not  to  join  the  Communist  Party? 

What  conclusions  does  the  author  reach  about  the  American  scene?  Discuss  the 
words  of  Sol  Krassovsky  in  the  last  chapter  to  the  effect  that  a  whole  age  is  dying 
"but  the  footsteps  of  time  go  pounding  on"  and  we  must  have  leaders  to  control 
those  footsteps. 

How  well  do  you  think  Haydn  succeeds  in  capturing  the  spirit  of  the  1920s 
in  America? 

Additional  Reading: 

South  of  Heaven,  by  Lettie  Rogers 

Sand  in  My  Shoes,  by  Katherine  Ball  Ripley 

Close  Pursuit,  by  Katharine  Newlin  Burt 

Stolen  Pony,  by  Glen  Rounds 

Along  These  Streets,  by  Struthers  Burt 

Festival,  by  Struthers  Burt 

Drums,  by  James  Boyd 

Marching  On,  by  James  Boyd 

Passing  By,  by  Elliott  Merrick 


Chapter  X 


OTHERS  WHO  CAME  TO  WRITE 

Some  writers  who  came  to  North  Carolina  tarried  only  a  short 
while.  For  instance,  Frank  Gilbreth,  author  of  Cheaper  by  the  Dozen, 
lived  in  Raleigh,  where  he  worked  with  the  Associated  Press;  and 
Carson  McCullers,  author  of  The  Heart  Is  A  Lonely  Hunter,  lived 
in  several  towns  in  the  State,  and  used  Fort  Bragg  as  the  scene  of 
her  book  Reflections  in  a  Golden  Eye.  Three  writers  who  came  from 
outside  and  stayed  to  call  North  Carolina  home  are  Olive  Tilford 
Dargan,  Clare  Leighton  and  Marian  Sims. 

Mrs.  Dargan  published  several  volumes  of  poetry  under  her  own 
name,  but  she  used  the  pseudonym  Fielding  Burke  for  two  fine  novels 
about  life  in  Carolina,  Call  Home  the  Heart  and  A  Stone  Came 
Rolling,  as  well  as  a  later  novel  about  the  West,  Sons  of  the  Stranger. 
A  native  of  Kentucky  and  married  to  a  South  Carolinian,  Mrs.  Dargan 
made  her  home  in  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  became  closely  identified  with  the  literary  life  of  the 
State.  Perhaps  better  than  any  other  writer  she  depicted  the  lives 
of  mill  workers,  contrasting  them  with  the  folkways  of  the  mountains 
whence  many  of  the  workers  came.  Although  her  novels  are  realistic 
in  approach,  they  contain  passages  of  tender  lyricism. 

Clare  Leighton,  the  English  wood  engraver  who  is  also  a  writer, 
lived  for  awhile  in  Chapel  Hill,  and  finally  established  her  home 
as  an  American  citizen  in  a  white  house  near  Durham.  She  has 
illustrated  numerous  books,  including  Elizabeth  Madox  Roberts'  The 
Time  of  Man  and  Thomas  Hardy's  The  Return  of  the  Native.  Miss 
Leighton  became  so  interested  in  writing  that  she  both  wrote  and 
illustrated  Country  Matters,  Four  Hedges  and  the  beautiful  Southern 
Harvest,  which  she  describes  as  "my  endeavor  to  push  my  roots  into 
the  new  earth  of  this  American  continent."  In  pictures  and  in  words 
she  captures  the  atmosphere  of  woods  and  fields,  of  small  towns  and 
farms,  and  of  the  recurring  cycles  of  country  life.  Her  latest  book 
is  Tempestuous  Petticoat,  a  biography  of  her  mother,  a  lively  and 
vigorous  lady  novelist  in  Edwardian  England. 

Marian  Sims,  a  native  of  Georgia,  came  to  Charlotte  with  her 
husband,  who  practices  law  in  that  city  and  has  served  in  the  State 
Legislature.  After  winning  a  prize  given  by  the  Charlotte  Writers 
Club,  her  first  published  story,  "The  Last  Full  Measure,"  appeared 
in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post.  Since  that  time  she  has  written  dozens 
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of  stories  for  national  magazines  and  has  also  written  several  novels 
with  a  southern  scene,  including  The  World  With  A  Fence,  Call  It 
Freedom,  The  City  On  the  Hill,  and  Storm  Before  Daybreak. 

1.  Out  of  the  Hills — Fielding  Burke 
Call  Home  the  Heart,  by  Fielding  Burke 

Give  a  concise  review  of  this  novel,  in  which  you  emphasize  especially  the 
kind  of  people  whom  the  author  is  depicting,  their  background  and  heritage. 

Discuss  the  gains  and  losses  they  experience  in  moving  to  a  mill  village.  Is 
the  situation  here  typical,  or  unusual? 

Comment  on  the  power  of  the  story.  How  does  the  latter  part  of  the  book 
compare  with  the  first  part?  Is  the  approach  sentimental  or  realistic? 

2.  Artist  From  England — Clare  Leighton 

Southern  Harvest  by  Clare  Leighton 
Tempestuous  Petticoat,  by  Clare  Leighton 

Comment  on  the  success  with  which  the  author  combines  the  arts  of  writing 
and  engraving  in  Southern  Harvest.  What  parts  of  the  South  does  her  book 
cover?  Read  aloud  excerpts  from  the  chapter  entitled  "Spring  in  the  Carolinas." 
Has  her  work  as  an  artist  made  her  more  observant  as  a  writer? 

What  impression  does  she  give  of  the  various  farm  tasks?  Discuss  some  of 
the  characters  she  writes  about.  What  is  her  reaction  to  southern  Negroes?  Flow 
does  she  reproduce  their  dialect? 

Tempestuous  Petticoat  affords  an  interesting  contrast  to  the  author's  nature 
writing.  Describe  Marie  Connor  Leighton's  household,  her  methods  of  writing, 
her  way  of  handling  her  admirers,  her  care  of  the  children.  How  successfully 
does  Clare  Leighton  capture  the  spirit  of  Edwardian  England? 

3.  Writer  From  Georgia — Marian  Sims 

The  City  on  the  Hill,  by  Marian  Sims 
Storm  Before  Daybreak,  by  Marian  Sims 

What  is  the  central  theme  of  The  City  on  the  Hill?  How  would  you  charac- 
terize Steve  and  Jean  Chandler?  Discuss  the  conflict  between  Steve  and  his 
father.  How  is  it  resolved?  What  kind  of  mother  is  Kate  Chandler? 

Describe  the  city  of  Medbury.  Discuss  Steve's  attempts  to  make  it  a  better 
city  in  which  to  live.  Steve  tells  his  father:  "The  majority  of  decent  people  would 
like  to  have  a  decent  government — but  they  won't  work  to  get  it."  Do  his  ad- 
ventures in  reform  bear  out  this  statement?  What  role  does  Steve's  wife  play 
in  his  civic  activities? 

Both  Marian  Sims  and  Burke  Davis  live  in  Charlotte.  Compare  their  fictional 
treatment  of  a  North  Carolina  city,  "Medbury"  in  Mrs.  Sims'  The  City  on  the  Hill, 
and  "Elizabeth"  in  Mr.  Davis'  Whisper  My  Name. 

The  scene  of  Storm  Before  Daybreak  is  also  laid  in  a  North  Carolina  city. 
Note  the  difference  in  social  status  of  the  characters  in  this  novel.  Is  Mrs.  Sims 
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equally  convincing  in  her  account  of  life  "on  the  other  side  of  the  tracks"?  Sketch 
the  story  of  the  Marine  who  comes  back  to  his  home.  What  difficulty  does  he 
find  in  becoming  readjusted?  What  job  does  he  take  upon  his  return?  Discuss  the 
emotional  problems  he  encounters. 

Additional  Reading: 

A  Stone  Came  Rolling,  by  Fielding  Burke 

Call  It  Fredom,  by  Marian  Sims 

Beyond  Surrender,  by  Marian  Sims 

Cheaper  by  the  Dozen,  by  Frank  Gilbreth 

Reflections  in  a  Golden  Eye,  by  Carson  McCullers 

Cabins  in  the  Laurel,  by  Muriel  Sheppard 

The  Stone  in  the  Rain,  by  Laurette  MacDuffie 

The  Story  of  Tobacco  in  America,  by  Joseph  C.  Robert 


Chapter  XI 

CHAPEL  HILL  WRITERS:  STREET,  CHILDERS, 
SMITH,  RUSSELL  AND  PRINCE 

Not  so  long  ago  the  chief  literary  lights  of  Chapel  Hill  were 
Archibald  Henderson  and  Howard  W.  Odum  and  Professor  Fred 
Koch's  Playmakers,  but  of  later  years  many  new  dramatists,  novelists, 
biographers  and  poets  have  come  to  live  in  the  University  village. 
The  creative  writers  identified  with  Chapel  Hill  for  the  longest  time 
are  Paul  Green  and  Phillips  Russell.  Added  to  the  group  in  recent 
years  are  James  Street  from  Mississippi,  James  Saxon  Childers  from 
Alabama,  Betty  Smith  from  Brooklyn,  Foster  Fitz-Simons  from 
Georgia,  Noel  Houston  from  Oklahoma,  Josephina  Niggli  from 
Mexico,  and  Hugh  Holman  from  South  Carolina. 

Tomorrow  We  Reap,  a  new  novel  in  the  Dabney  series,  is  the 
result  of  the  successful  writing  collaboration  of  Street  and  Childers. 
James  Street  has  been  a  Baptist  preacher,  night  editor  for  the  As- 
sociated Press,  feature  writer  for  the  Hearst  papers,  as  well  as  an  ex- 
tremely popular  novelist.  In  his  home  in  Chapel  Hill  he  continues 
writing,  and  also  spends  much  time  on  his  organic  farm,  Lystra,  out 
in  Orange  County.  His  book  about  a  Baptist  preacher,  The  Gauntlet, 
was  a  book  club  selection,  and  pleased  millions  of  readers.  His  novels 
about  the  Dabney  family  in  the  Lebanon  Valley  of  Mississippi,  Tap 
Roots  and  By  Valour  and  Arms,  tell  the  story  of  the  South  in  stirring 
and  dramatic  action.  Tomorrow  We  Reap  continues  the  story  in  the 
period  after  the  Civil  War. 

James  Saxon  Childers  lived  in  England  as  a  Rhodes  scholar,  taught 
English  at  Birmingham  Southern  College,  and  wrote  book  reviews 
for  a  Birmingham  newspaper.  His  service  as  a  colonel  in  the  second 
World  War  led  to  the  writing  of  a  history  of  Americans  in  the  R.A.F. 
called  War  Eagles.  Shortly  after  the  war  he  bought  a  farm  near  Chapel 
Hill,  where  he  now  lives.  His  earlier  books  include  such  travel  volumes 
as  Mumbo  Jumbo,  Esquire  and  from  Siam  to  Suez,  a  detective  story, 
a  history  of  Mother  Goose,  and  a  novel  entitled  A  Novel  About  A 
White  Man  and  A  Black  Man  in  the  Deep  South.  Both  Street  and 
Childers  declare  that  they  have  thoroughly  enjoyed  writing  together, 
and  readers  of  Tomorrow  We  Reap  would  never  guess  that  it  is  the 
work  of  two  authors  rather  than  one. 

Betty  Smith  came  to  Chapel  Hill  in  the  days  of  the  Federal  Theatre 
Project,  and  worked  with  Professor  Koch  and  the  Playmakers.  She 
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won  a  Rockefeller  Fellowship;  and  during  the  next  six  years  wrote 
seventy  one-act  plays  while  she  was  raising  two  young  daughters.  By 
getting  up  an  hour  earlier  every  day  she  managed  to  complete  the 
manuscript  of  a  novel,  which  turned  out  to  be  A  Tree  Grows  in 
Brooklyn,  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  best-sellers  of  all  time.  Her 
second  novel,  Tomorrow  Will  Be  Better,  also  has  its  locale  in  Brook- 
lyn. The  author  says  that  her  third  one  will  be  laid  in  Michigan, 
where  she  lived  for  a  while — and  perhaps  in  time  her  writing  will 
catch  up  with  her  living  so  that  North  Carolina  will  be  the  scene  of 
a  Betty  Smith  novel. 

Teacher  of  creative  writing  as  well  as  author,  Phillips  Russell  was 
born  in  Rockingham  and  educated  at  the  University,  then  worked  on 
newspapers  in  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  London  before  returning 
to  teach  in  his  alma  mater.  Many  short  story  writers  and  novelists 
owe  their  start  in  writing  to  his  skilful  and  sympathetic  encourage- 
ment of  their  writing  efforts.  Russell  is  the  author  of  one  early  novel, 
The  Fumbler,  and  several  biographies,  including  Benjamin  Franklin: 
The  First  Civilized  American,  John  Paul  Jones:  Man  of  Action,  and 
William  the  Conqueror.  For  his  latest  subject  he  turned  to  his  own 
great-aunt,  Cornelia  Phillips  Spencer,  who  came  to  Chapel  Hill  in 
1826  and  became  known  as  "the  smartest  woman  in  North  Carolina." 
Mr.  Russell  is  a  brother-in-law  of  Paul  Green,  and  the  two  of  them 
have  been  leading  spirits  in  the  Chapel  Hill  writers'  group. 

William  Meade  Prince  spent  part  of  his  boyhood  days  in  Chapel 
Hill  when  his  grandfather  was  Episcopal  rector  in  the  village.  After 
securing  fame  in  New  York  as  an  illustrator,  Mr.  Prince  returned 
to  make  his  home  in  Chapel  Hill  and  has  written  a  book  of  boyhood 
reminiscences  called  The  Southern  Part  of  Heaven,  which  he  illus- 
trated himself. 

1.  Team  of  Street  and  Childers 

Tomorrow  We  Reap,  by  James  Street  and  James  Saxon  Childers 

Sketch  the  background  of  the  Dabney  family.  What  is  the  significance  of  the 
title?  Discuss:  "Lebanon  was  an  agrarian  settlement  in  south  Mississippi's  piney 
woods  where  yesterday  was  like  today,  and  both  were  drowsy." 

Compare  the  characters  of  Sans  and  Mingo  Dabney,  using  the  author's  descrip- 
tion: "Mingo  was  the  South  of  a  new  day,  ready  to  accept  big  machines,  big 
corporations,  big  money.  Sans  was  the  echo  of  yesterday,  the  South  of  revolution 
and  rebellion,  the  vanquished  but  unconquered  South." 

Discuss  the  coming  of  the  Peninsula  Company  into  the  valley.  How  did  this 
affect  the  lives  of  the  Dabney  family? 
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Describe  the  three  women  who  played  important  roles  in  the  story — Louisa 
Woodward,  Ruth  Thrumbull  and  Rafaela  Galban  y  Torres.  What  events  resulted 
from  the  return  to  the  valley  of  the  two  Dabney  sisters,  Aven  Dabney  Maclvor 
and  Morna  Dabney  Alexander? 

Discuss  the  symbolism  of  the  plaited  pine  needles  in  the  final  chapter  of  the 
book. 

2.  A  Woman  From  Brooklyn 
Tomorrow  Will  Be  Better,  by  Betty  Smith 

Discuss  the  theme  of  the  novel,  and  compare  it  to  Miss  Smith's  earlier  A  Tree 
Grows  in  Brooklyn.  Read  aloud  some  of  the  author's  descriptions  of  Brooklyn. 
Does  she  make  the  place  come  alive  for  you? 

What  is  Margy  Shannon  seeking  in  life?  Discuss  the  effects  of  her  early  en- 
vironment. Of  her  parents.  Why  did  she  marry  Frankie  Malone?  Trace  the  course 
of  their  marriage,  showing  what  difficulties  they  encountered.  What  is  the  signifi- 
cance of  Margy's  recurring  dream  about  being  lost  in  Brooklyn?  How  does  the 
author  enlist  the  sympathy  of  her  readers  for  her  principal  characters? 

Do  you  believe  that  "tomorrow  will  be  better"  for  Margy? 

3.  Biography  of  a  Great-Aunt 

The  Woman  Who  Rang  the  Bell,  by  Phillips  Russell 

Who  was  Cornelia  Phillips  Sepencer?  What  sources  does  Mr.  Russell  use  for 
his  biography? 

Describe  the  village  of  Chapel  Hill  in  the  time  of  Mrs.  Spencer.  Tell  the  story 
of  the  convict  dinner. 

Discuss  the  fate  of  Chapel  Hill  and  the  University  in  the  period  following 
the  Civil  War.  Relate  the  story  of  the  romance  between  President  Swain's  daughter 
and  the  Yankee  general.  How  did  Mrs.  Spencer  go  about  her  "battle"  with  President 
Solomon  Pool?  Describe  the  incident  which  gave  Mr.  Russell  his  title  for  the  book. 

What  did  Mrs.  Spencer  do  for  the  education  of  women  in  North  Carolina? 
Describe  her  last  days  in  Cambridge  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Love.  What  final 
appraisal  does  her  biographer  make  of  Mrs.  Spencer's  character  and  achievements? 

Additional  Reading: 

Tap  Roots,  by  James  Street 

In  My  Father's  House,  by  James  Street 

Sailing  South  American  Skies,  by  James  Saxon  Childers 

A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn,  by  Betty  Smith 

Benjamin  Franklin:  First  Civilized  American,  by  Phillips  Russell 

Bernard  Shaw:  Playboy  and  Prophet,  by  Archibald  Henderson 

The  Way  of  the  South,  by  Howard  W.  Odum 

Another  Man's  Poison,  by  Hugh  Holman 

The  Southern  Part  of  Heaven,  by  William  Meade  Prince 


Chapter  XII 


MORE  CHAPEL  HILL  WRITERS:  NIGGLI, 
FITZ-SIMONS,  HOUSTON,  ATHAS 

Josephina  Niggli  was  born  in  Mexico,  but  her  father  was  Swiss, 
and  her  mother  a  concert  violinist  from  Virginia.  Miss  Niggli  spent 
part  of  her  childhood  in  Texas,  and  went  to  high  school  in  San  An- 
tonio. After  that  she  attended  a  Catholic  college,  where  the  nuns  en- 
couraged her  to  write  a  short  story  for  a  national  contest  by  locking 
her  in  a  room  until  she  finished.  When  she  came  to  Chapel  Hill  to 
study  play  writing,  Professor  Koch  advised  her  to  write  about  what 
she  knew,  and  her  first  play,  "Red  Velvet  Goat"  was  an  amusing 
comedy  of  Mexican  village  life.  Her  first  volume  of  stories,  Mexican 
Village,  had  a  warmth  and  understanding  which  brought  it  consid- 
erable success,  and  the  Mayflower  Cup  for  1946.  Her  novel,  Step 
Down,  Elder  Brother,  is  an  engrossing  story  of  the  clash  of  generations 
in  modern  industrial  Monterrey.  Miss  Niggli  is  an  expert  photog- 
rapher, and  plans  to  illustrate  some  of  her  future  books. 

The  jacket  and  end  papers  for  Mexican  Village  were  designed  by 
Marion  Fitz-Simons,  whose  husband  is  the  author  of  Bright  Leaf. 
Both  the  Fitz-Simons  came  to  Chapel  Hill  to  work  with  the  Play- 
makers,  Marion  (Tatum)  from  Raleigh,  and  Foster  from  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Mr.  Fitz-Simons  has  several  prize-winning  plays  to  his  credit, 
and  toured  as  a  professional  dancer  with  Ted  Shawn  and  later  with 
Miriam  Winslow.  While  on  tour  he  began  a  novel,  writing  in  odd 
moments  in  hotel  bedrooms  and  backstage.  After  eight  years  of  neces- 
sarily interrupted  work,  and  many  revisions,  he  completed  Bright 
Leaf.  The  colorful  and  well  authenticated  story  of  the  making  of  a 
great  tobacco  fortune  had  been  sold  to  the  movies  before  publication. 
It  also  won  a  major  book  club  selection,  and,  in  1949,  the  prize  offered 
by  the  Georgia  Writers  Association  for  the  best  novel  by  a  native  of 
that  state. 

The  author  of  Bright  Leaf  teaches  dramatic  art  and  dancing  at 
the  University  of  North  Carolina.  He  has  a  family  of  four  young  sons. 
For  a  number  of  seasons  he  danced  the  role  of  the  Medicine  Man  in 
The  Lost  Colony  at  Manteo.  In  addition  to  his  other  talents,  he  is 
a  director  and  stage  designer. 

Noel  Houston  is  another  writer  who  was  drawn  to  Chapel  Hill  by 
the  lure  of  playmaking.  He  had  previously  had  a  successful  career  as 
a  reporter  on  the  Daily  Oklahoman,  in  Oklahoma  City.  One  of  the 
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prize-winning  one-act  plays  which  he  wrote  for  the  Playmakers,  "Ac- 
cording to  Law,"  has  been  produced  in  New  York.  From  writing 
plays  he  turned  to  short  stories,  which  have  been  published  in  such 
magazines  as  The  New  Yorker  and  Liberty.  The  scene  of  his  first 
novel,  The  Great  Promise,  revolves  around  one  of  the  great  land 
lotteries  in  the  early  days  of  Oklahoma.  This  novel  has  been  published 
in  Omnibook,  and  has  been  translated  into  eight  different  languages. 

The  youngest  member  of  the  Chapel  Hill  writers  group  is  Daphne 
Athas,  who  studied  writing  in  Phillips  Russell's  classes.  A  native  of 
Massachusetts,  Miss  Athas  attended  Chapel  Hill  High  School  with 
Betty  Smith's  daughter,  and  with  Walter  Carroll,  young  dramatist, 
and  also  the  son-in-law  of  Betty  Smith.  For  a  few  years  after  Daphne 
Athas  graduated  from  the  University,  she  taught  mathematics  at  the 
Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind,  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts. 

1.  Miss  Niggli  From  Mexico 
Step  Down,  Elder  Brother,  by  Josephina  Niggli 

Characterize  the  city  of  Monterrey  as  the  author  presents  it  here.  The  Avenicla 
Madero  symbolizes  the  city  and  "is  as  hard  and  garish  as  a  painted  woman,  as  full 
of  laughter,  as  full  of  warmth."  Comment  on  the  role  which  the  city  plays  in 
the  novel. 

Give  a  sketch  of  the  hero,  Domingo  Vazquez  de  Anda.  Compare  his  two 
sisters,  Sofia  and  Brunhilda.  What  kind  of  a  man  is  the  uncle,  Agapito?  Comment 
on  the  personalities  of  the  other  members  of  the  family. 

Notice  the  use  of  symbolism  which  the  author  makes  throughout  the  book. 
Discuss  the  characters  of  Megara  and  Mateo  as  symbols  of  Mexico.  How  does 
Miss  Niggli  weave  in  the  historic  background  of  Mexico?  Does  Megara  seem  to 
be  a  real  person,  or  merely  a  symbol? 

Explain  the  meaning  of  the  book's  title.  How  does  Domingo  attempt  to  help 
his  younger  brother,  Cardito,  and  what  are  the  results  of  these  efforts?  Who 
is  Serafina  and  what  role  does  she  play  in  the  story? 

2.  Mr.  Fitz-Simons  From  Georgia 
Bright  Leaf,  by  Foster  Fitz-Simons 

Where  is  the  scene  of  the  novel  laid?  How  does  the  author  describe  the  city 
of  Kingsmont?  Does  it  seem  to  resemble  either  Durham  or  Winston-Salem?  Does 
he  succeed  in  creating  the  sights  and  sounds  and  smells  of  a  Carolina  tobacco 
town? 

Trace  the  rise  of  the  Grand  Columbian  Tobacco  Company.  What  contributions 
were  made  by  John  Barton,  Sonie  Lipik  and  Christopher  Malley?  What  were  the 
effects  of  success  on  Brant  Royle? 

Remembering  that  Mr.  Fitz-Simons  is  an  actor  and  playwright,  as  well  as  a 
novelist,  note  the  dramatic  way  in  which  he  handles  some  of  his  big  scenes,  such 
as  the  burning  of  the  carnival  wagon,  the  scene  between  Brant  and  Margaret  in 
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the  Singleton  garden,  the  fire  at  the  Singleton  warehouse,  the  scene  in  Sonie's 
dressing  room,  the  scene  at  the  railway  station  between  Sonie  and  the  older  women. 

How  vivid  does  the  author  make  the  character  of  Sonie  Lipik?  Is  she  con- 
vincing? How  do  the  younger  characters,  Jim  Barton  and  Helen  Royle,  impress 
you?  Is  the  conclusion  of  the  novel  effective? 

3.  Mr.  Houston  From  Oklahoma 
The  Great  Promise,  by  Noel  Houston 

What  part  of  the  book  is  laid  in  North  Carolina?  Do  the  scenes  in  Washington 
help  to  place  the  novel  in  its  proper  historical  period? 

Discuss  the  facts  of  the  land  lotteries  in  Oklahoma  which  play  such  an  im- 
portant role  in  the  plot.  What  kind  of  heroine  is  Sawyer  Bolton?  Give  a  brief 
character  sketch  of  Allen  Dunbar;  of  Tony  Tyndall;  of  Barney  Foster. 

Describe  the  great  fire  which  swept  through  the  town.  How  did  it  start?  What 
effect  did  it  have  on  the  lives  of  the  principal  characters?  Discuss  the  author's 
handling  of  the  historical  background  in  his  novel;  his  handling  of  the  sex 
element.  What  impressed  you  most  about  the  book? 

4.  Miss  Athas  From  Massachusetts 
The  Weather  of  the  Heart,  by  Daphne  Athas 

Explain  the  meaning  of  the  title.  Describe  the  scene  of  the  novel.  How 
would  you  characterize  the  three  principal  characters?  What  use  is  made  of 
subsidiary  characters?  Sketch  the  plot  briefly.  How  well  does  the  author  succeed 
in  portraying  the  young  people  about  whom  she  writes? 

Notice  particularly  the  style  of  the  author,  which  was  highly  praised  by 
reviewers.  Select  and  discuss  some  of  the  unusually  vivid  phrases  such  as  "He 
crumpled  like  a  scrap  of  burnt  paper"  and  "Disappointment  came  into  her  face 
like  the  curtain  drawn  on  a  lighted  window." 

Additional  Reading: 

Mexican  Village,  by  Josephina  Niggli 

Beat  the  Drum  Slowly,  by  Josephina  Niggli 

North  Carolina  Today,  by  S.  H.  Hobbs,  Jr.  and  Marjorie  Bond 
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2.50 

Lippincott 

2.50 

Doubleday 

3.UU 

Harper 

3.00 

Doubleday 

3.00 

Dial 

3.00 

Garrett 

o.  p. 

N.  C.  Hist. 

.50 

Review 

TT     T\T  Prncc 

u.  i\.  d.  rress 

a  pen 

rIOlt 

o.  p. 

Scribner 

3.00 

Mod.  Lib. 

2.45 

Sun  Dial 

1.98 

Sun  Dial 

1.98 

ADDITIONAL  READINGS 

Armfield,  Eugene  Where  the  Weak  Grow  Strong.  Covici-Friede 

1936.  (7) 

Ballard,  Robert  Myrtle  Lawn.  1879.  (1)  Peterson 

Bennett,  Peggy  The  Varmints.  1947.  (8)  Knopf 

Bernstein,  Aline  The  Journey  Down.  1939.  (4)  Knopf 

Boyd,  James  Drums.  1925.  (9)  Scribner 

Boyd,  James  Marching  On.  1927.  (9)  Scribner 
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Burke,  Fielding 

A  Stone  Came  Rolling.  1935.  (10) 

Longmans 

Burt,  K.  N. 

Close  Pursuit.  1947.  (9) 

Scribner 

Burt,  Struthers 

Along  These  Streets.  1941.  (9) 

Scribner 

Burt,  Struthers 

Festival.  1931.  (9) 

Scribner 

Burt,  Struthers 

When  I  Grew  Up  to  Middle  Age. 

Scribner 

1925.  (2) 

Byrd,  Sam 

Small  Town  South.  1942.  (8) 

Houghton 

Childers,  J.  S. 

Sailing  South  American  Skies. 

Farrar 

1936.  (11) 

Coleman,  Elliott 

An  American  in  Augustland. 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

1940.  (2) 

Daniels,  Jonathan 

A  Southerner  Discovers  New 

Macmillan 

England.  1940.  (6) 

Daniels,  Jonathan 

Tar  Heels.  1941.  (6) 

Dodd 

Dargan,  O.  T. 

Lute  and  Furrow.  1922.  (2) 

Scribner 

Davidson,  C.  G. 

Cloud  Over  Catawba.  1949.  (6) 

Dowd 

Gilbreth,  Frank 

Cheaper  by  the  Dozen.  1948.  (10) 

Crowell 

Green,  Paul 

Common  Glory.  1948.  (5) 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

Green,  Paul 

The  Highland  Call.  1941.  (5) 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

Green,  Paul 

"Hymn  to  the  Rising  Sun"  in 

Random 

Best  Short  Plays  of  the  Social 

Theater.  1939.  (5) 

Green,  Paul 

Salvation  on  a  String.  1946.  (3) 

Harper 

Green,  Paul 

Wide  Fields.  1928.  (5) 

McBride 

Green,  Paul 

Dog  on  the  Sun.  1949. 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

Harden,  John 

The  Devil's  Tramping  Ground. 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

1949.  (3) 

Harris,  B.  K. 

Hearthstones.  1948.  (6) 

Doubleday 

Harris,  B.  K. 

Portulaca.  1941.  (6) 

Doubleday 

Harrison,  M.  V. 

Weddin'  Trimmin's.  1949.  (6) 

Exposition  Press 

Henderson,  Archibald 

Bernard  Shaw.  1932.  (11) 

Appleton 

Henry,  O. 

Best  Short  Stories.  1945.  (3) 

Sun  Dial 

Hibbard,  Addison 

Stories  of  the  South:  Old  and  New. 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

1931.  (3) 

Hobbs,  S.  H.  Jr.,  & 

North  Carolina  Today.  1947.  (12) 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

Bond,  M. 

Holman,  Hugh 

Another  Man's  Poison.  1947.  (11) 

Mill 

House,  R.  B. 

Miss  Sue  and  the  Sheriff.  1941.  (6) 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

Hutsell,  J.  K. 

Thomas  Wolfe  and  " Altamont"  in 

Southern  Packet.  April.  1948 

Johnson,  Gerald 

Andrew  Jackson — An  Epic  in 

Minton  Balch 

Homespun.  1927.  (8) 

Johnson,  Gerald 

An  Honorable  Titan  (Adolph 

Harper 

Ochs).  1946.  (8) 

Jones,  Joe 

1-B  Soldier.  1944.  (11) 

Harper 

Kephart,  Horace 

Our  Southern  Highlanders. 

Outing  Pub.  Co. 

1913.  (1) 

Long,  E.  Hudson 

O.  Henry:  The  Man  and  His 

Univ.  Pa.  Press 

Work.  1949.  (3) 


Additional  Readings 
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MacDuffie,  Laurette 

The  Stone  in  the  Rain.  1946.  (10) 

Doubleday 

Merrick,  Elliott 

Passing  By.  1947.  (9) 

Macmillan 

Niggli,  Josephina 

Mexican  Village.  1945.  (12) 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

Niggli,  Josephina 

Beat  the  Drum  Slowly.  1950.  (12) 

Rinehart 

Odum,  H.  W. 

The  Way  of  the  South.  1947.  (11) 

Macmillan 

Payne,  A.  B. 

Released.  1930.  (2) 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

Pearson,  J.  L. 

Fifty  Acres  and  Other  Selected 

Pearson  Pub.  Co. 

Poems. 

(Wilkesboro) 

Pridgen,  Tim 

Tory  Oath.  1941.  (7) 

Doubleday 

Ripley,  K.  B. 

Sand  in  My  Shoes.  1931.  (9) 

Brewer 

Robert,  J.  C. 

Story  of  Tobacco  in  America. 

Knopf 

1949.  (10) 

Rogers,  Lettie 

South  of  Heaven.  1946.  (9) 

Random 

Rounds,  Glen 

Stolen  Pony.  1948.  (9) 

Holiday  House 

Ruark,  Robert 

Grenadine  Etching.  1947.  (8) 

Doubleday 

Russell,  Phillips 

Benjamin  Franklin.  1927.  (11) 

Blue  Ribbon  Books 

Sheppard,  Muriel 

Cabins  in  the  Laurel.  1935.  (10) 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

Sims,  Marian 

Beyond  Surrender.  1942.  (10) 

Lippincott 

Sims,  Marian 

Call  It  Freedom.  1937.  (10) 

Lippincott 

Slaughter,  Frank 

In  A  Dark  Garden.  1947.  (8) 

Sun  Dial 

Slaughter,  Frank 

Sangaree.  1948.  (8) 

Doubleday 

Smith,  Betty 

A  Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn. 

Harper 

1943.  (11) 

Street,  James 

In  My  Father's  House.  1941.  (11) 

Dial 

Street,  James 

Tap  Roots.  1945.  (11) 

Sun  Dial 

Taylor,  Peter 

A  Long  Fourth  and  Other  Stories. 

Harcourt 

1948.  (3) 

Tourgee,  A.  W. 

A  Fool's  Errand.  1880.  (1) 

Fords 

White,  N.  I. 

Portrait  of  Shelly.  1945.  (6) 

Knopf 

Winston,  R.  W. 

Horace  Williams.  1942.  (6) 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

Winston,  R.  W. 

Robert  E.  Lee.  1934.  (6) 

Morrow 

Wolfe,  Thomas 

From  Death  to  Morning.  1935.  (4) 

Scribner 

Wolfe,  Thomas 

The  Hills  Beyond.  1941  (4) 

Harper 

Wolfe,  Thomas 

The  Story  of  a  Novel.  1936.  (4) 

Scribner 

Wolfe,  Thomas 

The  Web  and  the  Rock.  1939.  (4) 

Harper 

Wood,  C.  G. 

First  the  Fields.  1941.  (6) 

U.  N.  C.  Press 

ADDRESSES  OF  PUBLISHERS 
OF  SPECIAL  REFERENCES 

American  Book  Co.,  88  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  16. 
Appleton  (D.) -Century  Co.,  Inc.,  35  W.  32nd  St.,  New  York  1. 
Bobbs-Merrill  Co.,  724  N.  Meridian  St.,  Indianapolis  7. 
Crown  Publishers,  419  Fourth  Ave.,  New  York  16. 
Dial  Press,  461  Fourth  Ave.,  New  York  16. 
Doubleday,  Doran  &  Co.,  Garden  City.  N.  Y. 
Duell,  Sloan  &  Pearce,  Inc.,  270  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  16. 
French,  (Samuel)  Inc.,  25  W.  45th  St.,  New  York  19. 
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Garrett  and  Massie,  Richmond,  Va. 

Harcourt,  Brace  &  Co.,  Inc.,  383  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  17. 

Harper  &  Bros.,  49  E.  33rd  St.,  New  York  16. 

Holt  (Henry)  &  Co.,  Inc.,  257  Fourth  Ave.,  New  York  10. 

Houghton  Mifflin  Co.,  2  Park  St.,  Boston  7. 

Lippincott  (J.  B.)  Co.,  227  S.  6th  St.,  Philadelphia  5. 

Longmans,  Green  &  Co.,  55  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  3. 

McBride  (Robert  M.)  &  Co.,  200  E.  37th  St.,  New  York  16. 

Macmillan  Co.,  60  Fifth  Ave..  New  York  11. 

Modern  Library,  457  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  22. 

New  Directions,  Norfolk,  Conn. 

N.  C.  Historical  Review,  Dept.  Archives  and  History,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Reynal  &  Hitchcock,  Inc.  See  Harcourt,  Brace  &  Co. 

Rinehart  &  Co.,  Inc.,  232  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  16. 

Rutgers  University  Press,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Scribner's  (Charles)  Sons,  597  Fifth  Ave..  New  York  17. 

Sloane  (William)  Associates,  Inc.,  119  W.  57th  St.  New  York  19. 

Stephens  Press,  Asheville,  N.  C. 

Sun  Dial  Press,  Garden  City,  New  York. 

University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

University  of  Pennsylvania  Press,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


LIBRARY  EXTENSION  PUBLICATIONS 


VOLUME  XIV 

The  Nature  of  Fiction.  Jessie  Rehder.  October  1948.  No.  1 

John  Charles  McNeill:  A  Biographical  Sketch.  Agatha  B.  Adams.  January  1949. 
No.  2 

These  United  States  of  America.  Lucile  Kelling.  April  1949.  No.  3 
Plays  of  Today:  1944-1949.  Cornelia  S.  Love.  May  1949.  No.  4 

The  World  of  Books:  Adventures  in  Reading,  23rd  Series.  Jessie  Rehder.  June  1949. 
No.  5 

Other  People's  Lives:  Eleventh  Series.  Cornelia  S.  Love.  July  1949.  No.  6 

VOLUME  XV 

North  Carolina  Writers.  Walter  Spearman.  October  1949.  No.  1 

Subscription  per  volume,  $2.00;  to  residents  of  North  Carolina,  $1.00. 

Single  copies,  50  cents  each;  in  North  Carolina,  25  cents. 
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